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Looking Forward With Excitement
Two years of growth, two years of 
success, two more years of meeting our 
mission with your help. 

Flanders environmental education programs 

continue to reach thousands each year, with 

significant growth experienced in our Next 

General Science Standards-aligned field trips 

and related programming to over 25 towns and 

cities in the Greater Waterbury region. The 

numbers from 2023 and 2024 clearly indicate 

that Flanders is one of the most sought-after 

field trip locations in Connecticut.

With this growth, we are now focusing 

our attention on our campus buildings and 

accessibility needs. Much has already been 

accomplished with major projects yet to come. 

It’s an exciting time at Flanders!

Vincent D. LaFontan, MHA
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

After completing several exciting building 

projects this past year, including our first open-

air pavilion and the creation of a stunning art 

gallery, Flanders is far from resting on its laurels. 

Our board and staff have dedicated considerable 

time and energy to strategic planning, and 

the future of Flanders is looking bright. Our 

upcoming plans include an agricultural education 

pavilion at the North Barn and the development 

of an accessible trail on our Van Vleck campus. 

These initiatives will help Flanders remain a 

destination of choice for all members of our 

communities, regardless of limitations.

We are committed to continuing and expanding 

our efforts to engage Connecticut’s children 

with nature and environmental education. We 

are also excited to welcome more people to the 

Flanders campus and to continue preserving 

land for future generations. On behalf of the 

Flanders Board of Directors, I am deeply grateful 

to our partners who have supported us with 

their expertise and financial assistance and look 

forward to their continued collaboration as we 

bring our vision to life.

Jodi Wasserstein
BOARD PRESIDENT
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Guided by the 2022–2024 Strategic Goals, Flanders has  
strengthened and accomplished much in these key areas  
providing momentum for the future.

FLANDERS MISSION 
To provide opportunities to 

appreciate nature’s wonders 

and preserve land, inspiring 

lifelong learning about our 

natural world. 

FLANDERS VISION 
To be a leading resource and destination of 

choice for environmental and outdoor education, 

research, land preservation and stewardship, 

farm experiences and arts activities, reflecting 

the needs of our changing and inclusive 

communities and evolving partnerships. 

Consolidated 
Statement of 
Financial Position 

As of December 31, 2023	

ASSETS

	 Land Held in Trust	 $7,509,441 

	 Unrestricted Cash  
	 & Investments	 $1,814,467 

	 Restricted Cash  
	 & Investments	 $2,100,347 

	 Buildings & Equipment	 $801,761 

TOTAL ASSETS	 $12,226,016 

LIABILITIES

	 Liabilities	 $149,011 

	 Net Assets Undesignated	 $5,936,202 

	 Net Assets with  
	 Donor Restrictions	 $6,140,803 

TOTAL LIABILITIES  
AND NET ASSETS	 $12,226,016 

A Destination of Choice

Accessibility
Prioritizing inclusive and 

barrier-free access to ensure 

all visitors can enjoy the natural 

wonders of Flanders.

Research in Land 
Management

Conducting research to inform 

effective land management practices 

and ensure resilience of CT’s 

preserved properties with changes 

occuring in the natural world

Partnerships 
with Schools

Collaborating with schools and 

science teachers so children can 

experience first hand how to 

observe, measure and affect the 

environment

Educating about 
Sustainability

Demonstrating alternative ways to 

generate renewable energy for CT 

homes and farms

KEY AREAS OF FOCUS:



$250,000+
David, Helen & Marian  

Woodward Fund 

$150,00–$249,999
Estate of Lucinda Hunt-Stowell 

Estate of Pam Goss 

$50,000–$149,999
Anonymous 

Estate of Daniel Stowell 

$25,000–$49,999
Estate of Ann Lilley 

Northwest CT Land Conservancy 

$15,000–$24,999
O&G Industries

Elisha Leavenworth Foundation 

Franklin & Arthur  

Perdue Foundation 

Suzanne Von Liebig

$10,000–$14,999
Barnes Foundation 

Ellen Harcourt Foundation 

Marzahl Foundation 

Salem Foundation 

$5,000–$9,999
Guy Gabrielson 

Jeniam Foundation

Jewish Federation of Western CT 

Leever Foundation 

Thomas McMackin 

Napier Foundation

Barbara Roberts 

Carl & Beth Siemon 

SMPS Family Fund

SS&C Technology

Union Savings Bank Foundation

Jodi & A.J. Wasserstein 

Ann Zipkin | AtoZ Studio

$3,000–$4,999
AARP

Connecticut Land  

Conservation Council

Cheryl Korowotny 

Ingrid & John Manning

Elaine & Arthur Milnor

New Morning Market 

Bonnie & Jeff Sherman

Sara Taylor

Kevin Teng & Cox

Tradewind Aviation

$1,000–$2,999
William & Joan Anthony

Arthur J. Gallagher & Co

Melody Asbury

Michael & Fabienne Audette

Aronson Orthodontics

Bank of America

Matt Bartelme-Bart’s Tree Service

Milly & John Bourdeau

Civil One 

Connecticut Community Foundation 

Cly-Del Manufacturing 

Drakeley Real Estate 

Edward Jones-Kris Matwejic

Eversource Energy

Friedman Aronson Orthodontics

Michael Gallagher 

Cam & Bonnie Gardella

Cynthia Gillette

Graham Goodkin & Laura Chittick 

Goodrich Helping Hands

Heather Henson

Honda of Watertown 

Sarah Hood 

Hubbard Hall

Impact Networking

Kim Knowlton & Allen Coulter 

Jim Laurino

Ion Bank 

Lucy Irwin

Margaret Kinosian

Cheryl Korowotny

Maria & Vincent LaFontan

The Mattatuck Historical Society 

Molder Family Foundation 

Moore, O’Brien & Foti

Dana & George Moreira

Peter W. North & Kippy West

Redington Family Fund

Eileen Reed & Charles Polnitsky 

Rich & John’s Complete  

Chimney Care

Roecker Helgeson Family Fund

Wes Rouse & Bob McWilliam

Showcase Realty 

Mary Ruth Siemon

Andrew Skipp & Jill Stevenson

Larry Smotroff & Marina Zatman

Stedman Sweet

The Taft School-Red Rhino Fund

Dave & Laura Terry 

Thomaston Savings Bank

Janet & Alex Thomson

Kathy & Thomas Upson

Linda & Marty Wasserstein

Watertown Foundation

Wolf Family Ace Hardware

Anne & Gary Westerman

Winvian Farms

$500–$999
1754 House & Inn

Kay & Luis Abella

American Precision Products 

Margaret Baldrige

Blasius Chevrolet

Bouquets & Beyond

Bunker Hill Pharmacy

Pierce & Coleen Campbell

Sandy Carlson & Ed Dzitko

Carmody, Torrance, Sandak & 

Hennessy, LLP

Carpin Manufacturing 

Complete Training

CT Surf 

Ingrid Davis

Dolan & Dolan Law 

Drubner, Hartley, Mengacci, 

Hellman, LLC

Our 2023–2024 Donors
GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGING

“�The thing I marvel at is the passion and commitment 
from the volunteers at Flanders. It’s unique!”

— LARRY SMOTROFF, BOARD OF DIRECTORS



Michael & Elizabeth Ennis 

Ericson Insurance

Sharon Feeley

Fleming-Buner Fund

Michael & Kate Friedman 

Bob Garthwaite, Jr 

The Generator Guys 

Rosemary Giuliano

Giuliano, Richardson &  

Sfara, LLC

Daniel & Linda Goodman 

Grady & Riley, LLP 

Philip Graham 

William & Sylvia Green

Josephine Hamer

Henry & Giardina, LLP 

Ben & Ali Hildebrand

Homes by Heather

IPEX 

John’s Café | Dennis DeBellis

Robin Johnson

LaBonne’s Markets

Bonnie Leavenworth &  

Wendy Halpert 

Linda Liederman

Macary’s Plumbing

Rosanne Martino

Lucy Mayo &  

Spencer Kympton

Joe McCartin & Sally Amer

Toby & Ed McGrath

Gail & Lee McTaggart

McCormick & Co

Metro Bis-Chris Prosperi

Dwight & Carol Miller

Anne Nalwalk

The Next Street 

John Novak

Ted & Amy O’Connor

Greg Oneglia 

On the Mend

Armando & Anne Paolino

Jeanne Papparazzo 

The Performance Lab

Post University 

Steven & Priscilla Price 

Republican American 

Resolute Point Private Wealth 

Secor, Cassidy &  

McPartland, PC

Serena Snider

Strongtown Fitness

The Siemon Company

Benjamin Smith

Maria & Glenn Taylor

Nancy & David Taylor

Chauncey Upson

Geoff Whan

Carol & Robert Wheeler

Thyrza Whittemore

Willow Creek Estates

Woodbury Chamber of 

Commerce

Woodbury Fitness on Main

$250–$499
Barbara Ajello & John Lundin

Rachel & Jonathan Albert

Aquarion 

Adrienne & Ron Artale

David Baker 

Baldelli & Co. CPAs 

Sheila Baummer 

Estelle & Charles Berthiaume 

Brooke Bertholf 

Lois & Edward Boisits

Mona Bourret & Paul Blish

Peter Cutler 

Jim Davenport | Harvest 

 Moon Timbers 

David & Suzanne Dressler 

Rebecca Eleck & Gary Bruce 

Ann & Michael Feinberg 

Gager, Bower, Scalzo, LLP 

Gary J. Westerman, DMD 

Mary Gendron &  

Andrew MacGinitie

Harry & Rachel Gerowe

Don Giroux & Carla Kazanjian

Susan Haber

Priscilla Hammer 

Joan & Jim Hartley

Kathy Haven

William Hayden

Ted Heavenrich

Theodore Hein

Heritage Law, LLC |  

Lisa Wnuck

Integrative Dermatology | 

Caroline Kyle

Marcella Jackson

Kristen & Peter Jacoby

Erin & Chris Jacques

Karen & Brian Jones

Caroline Kyle | Integrative 

Dermatology

Catherine and Mike Lachioma

Barbara Leavenworth

Litchfield Distillery

Beth Lyons & John Cavallaro

Nadine Magac

Matt Magida

Janice & Don Maki

Dedee Mathieu

Jane & Vincent McDermott

Good News Café 

Janice & Don Maki

Richard & Laurie Michaels

Marcia & Charles Monagan

Susan Monserud

Jeff Morrison

Nadine & David Newell

Elizabeth Newman 

Photography

Kelly Palchik, DMD

The Pantry

Law Offices of Dana D’Angelo

Neat Method

Norbert Mitchell Co 

Ellen Oster

Jean & Scott Peterson

Paula Philbrick

Michael Pinevich

Jane & John Pittari 

Prime Therapeutics

Jeannette Purdy

Roseanne & Michael Roche 

Rusty Wood Co. | Jade Michael

SCORE, LLC

Senich Law Firm 

SEP Orthopedics |  

Dr. Andrew Bazos 

Silo Point Country Club

Stone Veterinary Hospital 

Sandra & Ira Stone

The Taft School

Andrew Taylor

Janet Taylor

Deborah & John Trainor

Vyne Restaurant

Tamara & Thomas Walker 

Karin Whittemore &  

Peter Kepple 

Joanne & Jay Wilson

Woman’s Club of Woodbury

Christopher & Christine Wood 

Constance Wood 

Michelle Wood

Woodbury Democratic  

Town Committee

Ann & Eric Zipkin

$100–$249
Abbey Road Family Care |  

Jane Hutchison

Abrash Galleries

Adam Broderick Salon

A&E Junk Removal

Heather Aldo

Joann Alix-Gagain

Paul Altomari

Gretchen Altomonte

Frances & Seth Ambruso

Karen Anderson-Fignon

FLANDERS MAKES

a Difference
PROVIDING HIGH QUALITY DAY  

CAMP SINCE 1964

70+
different week long programs  

to suit many interests

600
campers aged 3 to13 attend  

each summer

45
Average number of campers who 

come free of charge thanks to 
camperships*

DIVERSITY 
ASSURED!

camper populations are from  
small towns and cities

56%
of camperships in 2024  

were given to children from the 
BIPOC community



Gunnar Anderson

Maria Angelopoulos

Peter Atwood

J. Auerbach Family

Regina Badura & Egbert Most

Nancy & Robert Bailey

Megan Baldrige

Ned & Jean Bandler

Richard Bartkus

Rachel Bashevkin

Jennifer Battistello &  

Gavin Kovacs

Whitney & John Beatty

Alicia & Kevin Bennett

Stephanie & Dan Berman

Bethlehem Grange

Better Homes & Gardens  

Real Estate

Pam Bless

Katherine & William Blore

Kathy Bower &  

Rick Richardson 

Elizabeth & Peter Bowles

Bridgewater Chocolate

Jennifer Jainer &  

Thomas Buchberger

Robert Buck

Amy Buckley & Bruce Crain

Ric Buckley

Margaret Buckley

Bushka Lumber & Millwork

Becky & Paul Butler

William Buzzard &  

Ahmad Zainodin

C-Tech Manufacturing

Suzanne Campbell

Jody & Terry Cappelli

Carmen & David Carlson

Jennifer & Rod Carnes

Andrea Carter

Lucas Casey

Frank Cesare

Richard Chang

Deborah & Mitchell Chester

Class Cycles

Timothy Clew &  

Jaime Bachrach

Adrianna Cohen

Maureen Connard

Martin Cook

Jane & Eric Connery

Sean Coughlin

Austin Cournoyer

Covered Bridge Electric Bike

Daniel Cretella

Dawn Crocicchia

Cruise Norway

Matthew & Andrea Czaplicki

Vincent & Irene D’Alessio

Dianne Davies

David Deakin

Peter Deroeve, Jr

Lindsey & John Donato

Pam & Peter Dorgan

Amy D’Orio

Joyce Drakeley 

Susan & Bill Drakeley

Adele Falco & Fred Dubin

Heather Duggan

Emily Eisen

Sylvia & Joseph Eisenberg

Keith Emminger

Jesse Farnham &  

Catherine Carballo

Angela Ferrigno

Gaffney Feskoe

Marc Feuer

Firefly Hill Foundation

Karl Fjermeros |  

Cruise Norway

Karen & Jim Flaherty

Ellen & Marc Forman

David Freccero

Diane Fountas

Robert Gagan

Monica & Peter Gati

Mrs. Peter Gersky

The Glebe House

Patricia & Thomas Gormley

Kenneth & Sandra Green

Margaret & Trey Gregory

Tracy Gow

Amy & Christopher Grassi

Elizabeth Greak

Brian Hagenbuch

Erika & Steve Hale

George Hale 

Jacquelyn & Richard Hall

Renate & John Hannon

Kathleen Harpster

Lucinda & Ted Hart

Virginia Hart

Joshua Harwood &  

Michelene Todd

Ben Heald

Norma Heaven

Randi & Ted Hoffman

Susan Hollister

Bryan Holmes

Keith Hornberger

Catherine Hunihan

Institute for American  

Indian Studies

Ives Bank

Tiffany & Baron Jacobs

Ann Johansmeyer

Garrett Johnson

Wendy & Richard Jones

Fran & Michael Keilty

Martha Kellogg

2023–2024 Donors (CONTINUED)

As the grateful recipient of substantial legacy  

and intentional gifts in 2023–2024, Flanders  

remembers Pam Goss, Ann Lilley and  

Lucinda Hunt Stowell. These strong and  

capable women were generous in their  

volunteer life as in their legacy plans. They  

helped build up Flanders, bringing together  

this community and now, through their parting  

gifts, strengthens us for perpetuity. 

CONSIDER PLANNED GIFTS  to the organizations that  

matter most to you, both in your lifetime or in your will.  

Non-profit organizations need these donations now,  

more than ever, to carry us well into the future. There  

may be important tax benefits to you when you donate in  

your lifetime. Please reach out in confidence to Jeannette  

Purdy, Director of Development at 203.263.3711 x 15 or  

via email  jeannette@flandersnaturecenter.org.

DONORS MAKE

a Difference
REMEMBERING THEIR LEGACY



VOLUNTEERS MAKE

a Difference
MICHAEL CARLO 

2023 VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR

Nancy & Jack Kelly

Michael Lang & Collie Harris

Hilde & Bryan Largay

Patricia Lindenman

Deborah & Robert Lipner

Litchfield Ford

Little Bee of Connecticut

Pat & Koen Loeven

Peter Lorber

Paula Loveland

Katherine Lucchesi

Kate & Mark MacKinney

Joan & Thomas Malloy

Joan & Christopher Maloney

Nancy & David Manning

March Farms

Marion Margaitis

Jeffrey Mascia

Kris Matwejic & Kevin Savage

Norine McAradle

Virginia McCarthy

Kathy McGuirk

Barbara Mechler

Barbara Mendelson

Middlebury Racquet Club

Elizabeth Millspaugh

Barbara Moran

Cheryl & Reese Morgan

Sheila Morley

Jackie Mulhall

Murray Bros. Garage

Music Mountain

Napa Southwood Auto Parts

William Neil, Jr.

Hayden Nichols

James Norton

E.Thomas O’Hara

Christina O’Keefe | Ruby Tree

Jodi & Mike Paulin

Theresa Pearson

Patricia Pelletier

Judith & John Pelletier

People’s Choice Auto Service

Daniel Perez

Lesa Peters

Leonard Peters

John Piacenza

Lucy Pierpont & Lisa Leonard

Lucinda Pittari & Richard Park

Popey’s Ice Cream Shoppe

Sheila Powers

Evelyne Acheson Purdy

Jason Purdy

Stephanie &  

Christopher Radlinski

Rewind Wellness Integrative 

Health Coaching

Phyllis & Thomas Rianhard, Jr.

Elizabeth & Thomas Rickart

Venisa & Robert Riebe

Alexandra Ritter

Nancy & Peter Robinson

Allison & Jason Romano

Karin Romans

Shelley Michael Rosen

Karen Rotella

Don Rozanski

Cindy & Keith Runge

Judith & John Russell

Ruwet-Sibley

Sandra Ruzicka

Barbara Ryner

Kaveeta & Bhajun Santchurn

Nancy Savage

Judith Secco

Melissa Scozzafava &  

Ted Mannello

Senor Panchos

Maria Sepulveda

Cathy Setterlin

Gail Seymour

Peggy Sheehan

Marty & Andrew Sherman

Pamela & John Siemon

Judith Silverstein &  

Merton Smith

Catherine Skinner

Thalassa Skinner

Cathy & James Smith

Sarah & Tim Spagnola

Rachel & Joseph Staub

Karen Streeter

Lois & John Sullivan

Sweet Nelsons

Linda & Tim Szczygiel

Michele & Frank Talarico, Jr

David Theroux

Deborah Tietz

Kim & Corey Thompson

Don Thompson

Thorncrest Farm &  

Milkhouse Chocolates

Jonathan Todd &  

Elizabeth Hannon

Mary Jane & Robert Travers

Lisa & Kyle Turoczi

Claudette Volage

Norma Volk

Lesley Waldron

Washington Homecare LLC

David & Annette Whidden

Carla White

Susan Hyde-Wick &  

John Wick

Wild Birds Unlimited, 

Watertown

Ralph Williams

Daniel Wood

Woodbury Brewing Company

Woodbury Deli

Woodbury Pewter, Inc

Pat Wright

Jennifer Wyzykowski

Young’s Nursery

Sharon & Peter Zilahy

This list is comprised of cash, 
equity or in-kind donations of 
$100 or more made in either 
2023 or 2024, or in both 
years. We are also grateful for 
the many donations of under 
$100 as well as the countless 
hours of volunteering given 
to Flanders by hundreds of 
individuals. 

In case of omission or error, 
please call our office at 
203.263.3711 x15.

“�. . . take a walk into the library of  
Nature and pause to read its many books.”
— EXTRACT FROM TOM NICOTERA’S POEM ABOUT THE WHITTEMORE TRAILHEAD

Mike Carlo came  

to us in 2014  

within a year of  

retiring after a  

long career with  

Union Carbide  

and Praxair. A  

long-distance  

runner, an avid hiker  

and kayaker, he knew  

more about the rest of Connecticut and New 

England than about his own back yard at the 

time, and was deliberate in his desire to learn 

more about Woodbury. 

Mike began to volunteer first with the trail 

maintenance team, which led him to be 

involved with special projects, one of which 

was the Marzahl Bridge. Today, Mike is the 

lead Boundary marker for all of Flanders’ 

56 properties, an important responsibility 

that takes him out every few days for hours 

at a time to bushwhack, mark, document 

the boundary and shore up signage. Mike 

has been most helpful in implementing GPS 

technology in marking these boundaries. 

Not only does Mike Carlo handle this 

responsibility well, but he goes about 

quietly with it, coming and going a bit like a 

“Ranger of Flanders.” Flanders is so grateful 

for volunteers like Mike Carlo, whose 

contribution to land management and 

preservation of open space is incalculable 

and invaluable. 
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