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Flanders’ Vision
To safeguard a future in which our scenic landscapes, forests, wetlands, 
agricultural lands and wildlife habitats are preserved forever, while being 
a leading center for environmental education for all ages, following best 
practices for land stewardship, and partnering with government, private 
organizations and the community to conserve our natural heritage.

Flanders’ Mission
To foster understanding and appreciation 
of nature, art, and the wonders of the 
natural world through land preservation, 
stewardship, and education.	

The Art of the “Pivot” 
2020 brought a host of challenges to organizations and 
individuals in our area and across the country. During times 
of great uncertainty, Flanders remained a fixture in our 
community, providing opportunities for everyone to find 
joy and peace in nature and continuing to serve as a hub for 
exploration and education.

While much of the state was shut down and people were 
relegated to their homes, Flanders’ preserves and trails 
remained open so that individuals and families could 
engage in healthy and safe outdoor activities.

With children learning remotely, Flanders pivoted from 
providing on-site field trips to educating students via live-
virtual programming directly to their computers. Flanders 
was proud to provide 2 live-virtual Next Generation 
Science Standard lessons to every second-grade student in 
Waterbury.

During the summer, hundreds of eager young learners 
enjoyed time at our renowned camps and newly piloted 

NGSS-Aligned Summer Academies, providing families with 
educational and safe childcare during a challenging time.

Flanders was pleased to be able to re-imagine our signature 
events such as the Field and Forest 5k which became 
a virtual hiking challenge, and Farm to Flanders which 
became the Ultimate Gourmet Picnic!

Through it all, Flanders wishes to thank our dedicated 
volunteers, members and Friends of Flanders who 
contributed their time and talent to help the organization 
weather the storm. From our many Maple Syrup volunteers 
to our dedicated team of volunteer land monitors, Flanders 
is grateful to all those who showed their trust in our mission 
by lending a hand. Flanders also wishes to thank the many 
donors listed on the coming pages who provided necessary 
financial support. As a non-profit organization, we would 
not be able to do what we do without the incredible 
assistance of our volunteers and donors. 

Thank You!

Thank You to Our Sponsors

Bannon & Hebert Properties, LLC 
Bantam Wesson
CT Home Navigator 
Drakeley Real Estate 
Edgewood Bath and Tennis Club 
Ericson Insurance
Gager, Bower & Scalzo, LLP 
Giuliano, Richardson & Sfara, LLC 
Ion Bank
Labonne’s Market

Law Offices of Dana D’Angelo 
Litchfield Ford 
Manzi Insurance 
Michael Friedman Orthodontics
New Morning Market 
O & G Industries 
Savings Bank of Danbury 
Senich Law Firm 
Siemon Company 
Webster Bank

Ann Zipkin 
is a dynamic 
local graphic 
designer and 
owner of AtoZ 
Studio. Ann 
is a graduate 
of Columbia 
University and 
has a master’s 
degree in 

Communication Design from Pratt Institute. 
She is a member of AIGA, the professional 
association for design. 

Ann joined the Flanders community in 2011 
when her sons first came to summer camp.  
She began volunteering with us in 2015, 
when she designed the Flanders Field & 
Forest 5K logo. 

In 2018, she began a project that led to the 
modernizing  of the Flanders Nature Center 
& Land Trust logo and stationery system.  She 
continued her behind the scenes work in 
2019 by creating all new email templates for 
us to use. 

Her design work on our communications 
to the public includes our last two Annual 
Reports (three including this one!) as well as 
all of our catalogs, six in total so far.

Ann is a pleasure to work with and is always 
a professional. She is very generous with 
sharing her time and immense talent with us. 
We are so fortunate to have her as a friend to 
Flanders and are pleased to have her as the  
J. Warren Upson Memorial 2020 Volunteer of
the Year!

Would you like to 
volunteer?
Call Ana Jordan at 203.263.3711 x14 or 
email at ana@flandersnaturecenter.org	

J. WARREN UPSON VOLUNTEER OF 
THE YEAR 2020 

Ann Zipkin

Statement of Financial Position 2020

Statement of Activities: FOR YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2020

Support And Revenue	 Without Donor Restrictions	 With Donor Restrictions 2020 Total
Support	 $927,844	 $131,840	 $1,059,684
Revenue	 $272,846	 $34	 $272,880
Other Income	 $160,491	 $145,521	 $306,012

Expenses	
Total Expenses	 $695,130	 —	 $ 695,130

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS $756,437	 $187,009	 $874,672

NET ASSETS: YEAR START $6,129,269	 $4,192,454	 $9,447,051

NET ASSETS: YEAR END $6,885,706	 $4,379,463	 $10,321,723

Assets

$65,345 
Equipment

($769,882)
Depreciation

$308,867 
Cash

$1,077,232 
Buildings &
Improvements

$7,269,441 
Land Held 
In Trust

($769,882)
Depreciation

$3,334,482
Investments &

Collections

$1,503,788 
Net Assets—

Designated

$4,379,463 
Net Assets With

Donor Restrictions

$20,316 
Accrued 
Expenses

$5,381,918 
Net Assets—
Undesignated

$65,345 
Equipment

($769,882)
Depreciation

$308,867
Cash

$1,077,232
Buildings &
Improvements

$7,269,441
Land Held 
In Trust

($769,882)
Depreciation

$3,334,482
Investments &

Collections

$1,503,788 
Net Assets—

Designated

$4,379,463 
Net Assets With

Donor Restrictions

$20,316  
Accrued 
Expenses  

$5,381,918 
Net Assets—
Undesignated

$11,285,485 
Liabilities & Net Assets

$11,285,485 

Generosity Sustains Flanders
Friend of Flanders and generous donor to many area 
nonprofits, Elsie R. Mannweiler knew that if she made a 
legacy gift in the form of a charitable bequest to Flanders, 
her dollars would positively impact our organization for years 
to come.

Mrs. Mannweiler’s gift not only supported operations during 
the pandemic, but provided funds for our Capital Reserve 
Fund which supports upkeep and improvement to Flanders’ 
buildings. We are grateful for Mrs. Mannweiler’s kindness 
and support of our mission!

Leaving a Legacy 

GAGER, BOWER & 
SCALZO, LLP

LAW OFFICES OF 
DANA D’ANGELO, LLC
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Staff 
Vincent D. LaFontan
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Jennifer Callery-Stokes 
DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT

Marc Chabot
CURATOR

Karli Drda
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

Ana Jordan
PROGRAM COORDINATOR

Amber McDonald
EDUCATION

Dianne Parmelee
EDUCATION

Eileen Reed
NGSS COORDINATOR

Venisa C. Riebe
DIRECTOR OF FINANCE

Alex Thomson
LAND MANAGEMENT

Did you know? You can 
donate up to $100,000 a year of 
your IRA to Flanders, tax free?

A 2015 tax law on qualified charitable distributions allows individuals 70 1/2 years or older 
to give directly from their IRAs. Your gift to Flanders would help protect our environment 
and promote conservation for generations to come. For more information contact Venisa 
Riebe, Director of Finance, at 203.263.3711 x 11 or venisa@flandersnaturecenter.org

With school districts unable to come to the Van Vleck 
Sanctuary for field trips this year and adults and 
families unable to attend in-person programming, 
Flanders was pleased to offer exciting, educational 
experiences via a livevirtual setup.

Every second grader in the Waterbury School district 
enjoyed two live virtual field trips where they learned 
about beavers and their habitat and animals and 
their parts.

Adults and families were able to attend programming 
in the evening covering a wide range of topics from 
felting wool to growing shiitake mushrooms.

Even during a time of great turbulence, Flanders 
was able to provide environmental educational 
experiences to learners of all ages- thank you to 
those who participated!

Live-Virtual Programming Provides 
Education for All!

We are Pleased to Acknowledge our 2020 Donors
$5,000+
CHARTER OAK 
The 1772 Foundation
Mrs. Malcolm Baldrige
Connecticut Community Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Guy Gabrielson III
Mrs. Elsie R. Mannweiler
O&G Industries*
Salem Foundation 
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Thomson
Howard A. Van Vleck Foundation
David, Helen and Marian Woodward 

Fund
Ann Zipkin, AtoZ Studio*

$3,000–$4,999
SUGAR MAPLE 
Jewish Federation of Western 

Connecticut
SMPS Family Fund
A.J. & Jodi Wasserstein

$1,000–$2,999
ORCHID 
Mr. Thomas Adkins*
Anonymous Donors 
Mr. & Mrs. William Anthony
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Ball
Mr. & Mrs. Pierce Campbell
Mr. Christian Cesari &  

Mr. Kevin Mitchael
Dr. Michael Friedman Orthodontics
George A. Green, Inc.*
Ion Bank
The Jeniam Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Vincent LaFontan
The Leever Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. John Manning
Mr. Thomas McMackin

Medtronic
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Milnor*
New Morning Market
Mr. & Mrs. John Novak
Ms. Eileen Reed &  

Dr. Charles Polnitsky
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Sherer
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew K. Skipp
Dr. Larry Smotroff &  

Dr. Marina Zatman
Mr. & Mrs. Dave Terry
Tradewind Aviation*
Ms. Hedda W. von Goeben
United Way of Greater Waterbury
Watertown Foundation
Ms. Abby N. Wells
Dr. & Mrs. Gary J. Westerman

$500–$999
HICKORY 
1754 House Inn & Restaurant 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Audette
Mr. David Baker
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Berthiaume
Mr. Russell Blair &  

Ms. Ambler Cantey
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Braun*
Mr. & Mrs. David Carlson
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Clark*
Ericson Insurance
Mr. & Mrs. Cameron Gardella
Mr. & Mrs. Peter K. Gersky
Giuliano Richardson & Sfara LLC
Mr. Philip L. & Ms. Eileen Chiu Graham
Mr. & Mrs. William Green
Mr. Michael Hanley
Ms. Janet Helgeson
IPEX, Inc.
Law Offices of Dana D’Angelo, LLC
Litchfield Distillery *

Ms. Lucy Mayo &  
Mr. Spencer Kympton

Municipal Emergency Services
Mr. Peter North & Ms. Kippy West
Drs. Steven & Priscilla Price
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Romanos*
Mr. Wesley Rouse &  

Dr. Bob McWilliams*
Mrs. Brian Skinner
Mr. Ron Takahashi & Ms. Sarah Hood
Ms. Debra Tietz
Mr. & Mrs. John Trainor
True Value Of Bethlehem*
Walker Road Vineyards*
Webster Bank
Ms. Carol Wheeler

$250–$499
WHITE BIRCH
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Artale
Ms. Melody Asbury*
Aetna Foundation
Bantam Wesson, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. John Beatty
Blue Heron Therapeutic Massage *
Dr. & Mrs. Edward Boisits
Ms. Mona Bourret & Mr. Paul Blish
Mr. John Cavallaro &  

Ms. Elizabeth Lyons
Dr. & Mrs. David M. Dressler
Edgewood Bath and Tennis LLC
Ms. Sharon Feeley
Gager, Bower & Scalzo, LLP
Mr. Donald Giroux &  

Ms. Carla Kazanjian
Mr. Maximilian Gomez-Trochez & 

Ms. Alyson Rovetto
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Grasing
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Green
Mr. Ted R. Heavenrich

Dr. & Mrs. Richard Holden
IBM Corporation
Illinois Tool Works
Ms. Sophie Kelley & Mr. Tom Hack
Ms. Patricia Knowlton
Labonne’s Market*
Mrs. Frederick R. Leavenworth
Litchfield Ford
Manzi Insurance and Real Estate
Mr. & Mrs. Lee McTaggart
Mr. E. Thomas O’Hara
Mr. Scott Oloff &  

Ms. Stormy Chamberlain
Ms. Sheila M. Powers
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Rickart
Ring’s End Lumber*
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Robinson
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Senich
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Sherman
Mr. & Mrs. James Sidway
The Siemon Company
Ms. Janet Taylor
The Taft School
USA Waste & Recycling
Mr. Andrew Ward
Mr. Geoffrey Whan &  

Ms. Joan Martin
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Wood
Ms. Katherine Zarella &  

Mrs. Lily Zarella Rainaud*

$100–$249
CEDAR
Abrash Galleries, Rugs and 

Antiquities*
Mr. & Mrs. Craig Allen
Mr. & Mrs. Seth Ambruso
Mr. & Mrs. Gunnar Anderson
Ms. Karen Anderson-Fignon
Ms. Ann Astarita

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Atwood
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Bailey
Bannon & Hebert Properties LLC
Mr. Richard Bartkus
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Bartlett
Mr. Gerard J. Barton
Mr. William Bassett
Mrs. Sheila Baummer
Bennett Sullivan Associates, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Bowles
Ms. Nancy Briggs
Ms. Tricia Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Rich Buckley
Mr. William Buzzard
Dr. Frank Cesare, Ph.D.
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Chesto
Mr. & Mrs. James Chittum
Mr. Martin Cook
Mr. & Mrs. Sean Coughlin
Mr. & Mrs. James Crocicchia
Mr. & Mrs. Vincent D’Alessio
Mr. & Mrs. Jared D’Andrea
Mr. Daniel M. Stowell
Ms. Ingrid Davis
Dr. & Mrs. Vincent deLuise, MD
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Demole
Mr. Mark P. Dibble
Ms. Patte J. Doran
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Dorgan
Mrs, Amy Purdy D’Orio
Drakeley Real Estate
Mr. & Mrs. William T. Drakeley

Dr. G. Clayton Dudley
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Eisenberg
Mr. & Mrs. John Eren
Mr. Jesse Farnham &  

Ms. Catherine Carballo
Mr. Michael Feinberg &  

Ms. Ann Merriam Feinberg
Mr. Marc H. Feuer
Mr. & Mrs. Ori Foger
Dr. Diane Fountas
Ms. Paris Forino Fox
Dr.  David Freccero
Mr. Allan L. Frew
Mr. & Ms. Elizabeth Frew
Mr. Bob Gagan
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Gallagher
Ms. Donna Giuffre
Ms. Rosemary Giuliano
Mr. & Mrs.  John Grabowski
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Grivner
Mr. & Mrs. George Hale
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Hall
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Halpert
Ms. Josephine S. Hamer
Mrs. Anna Headrick
Mr. & Mrs. James Healy
Ms. Norma Heaven
Ms. Monica Hilgarth
Mr. & Mrs. Ted Hoffman
Mr. Bryan Holmes
Mr. & Mrs. Fred House
Ms. Gloria Howell

Mrs.. Pamela Hurt
Mrs. Marcella Jackson
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Jacoby
Mr. & Mrs. Christiaan P Jacques
Ms. Jenifer Jainer &  

Mr. Thomas J. Buchberger
Mr. Garrett Johnson
Ms. Robin Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Jordan
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Kelly
Mr. Peter Kepple &  

Ms. Karin Whittemore
Mrs. Cheryl Korowotny*
Ms. Joell Kumiega &  

Mr. William Browning
Mr. & Mrs. Robert LaBonne
Mr. & Mrs. James Laboudy
Dr. Michael Lang & Mrs. Collie Harris
Mr. Bryan Largay
Ms. Sara Lynn Leavenworth
Ms. Kristina Livolsi &  

Mr. Jason Boudreau
Dr. & Mrs. Koen Loeven
Mr. Peter Lorber
Ms. Paula Loveland
Mr. & Mrs. Mac MacKinney
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Maloney
Ms. Kris Matwijec &  

Mr. Kevin Savage
Ms. Virginia McCarthy
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew McGlynn
Mr. & Mrs. Ed McGrath
Ms. Helena Menendez &  

Mr. Jose Pelaez
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Millspaugh
Mrs. Barbara A. Moehring
Mr. Richard Moisan
Mr. & Mrs. George Moreira
Ms. Reese Morgan
Ms. Sarah Mudge
Mrs. Anne H. Nalwalk
Mr. & Mrs. William Neil
Ms. Hannah Nudell
Mr. & Mrs. Ryan Oelkers
Mr.& Mrs. T.J. Oneglia
Mr. Richard Parks &  

Ms. Lucinda Pittari
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Parry
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Pelletier
Ms. Millie Perry
Dr. & Mrs. W. Scott Peterson
Mr. & Mrs. John Pittari

Ms. Lydia Polgreen
Mrs. Donald J. Post, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Randall
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Regan
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas M. Rianhard, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Riebe
Riverbank Farm*
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Rosen
Ms. Beatrice Rossi-Landi
Ms. Karen Rotella
Ms. Judith T Russell
Ms. Cynthia Sarlo
Ms. Leigh Fisher Savar
Savings Bank of Danbury
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Savulak
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Scannell
Ms. Cathy Setterlin
Ms. Monique Shay
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Sherman
Mr. & Mrs. John Siemon
Ms. Meghan Slemmens &  

Mr. Christian Kakowski
Mr. Merton Smith &  

Ms. Judith Silverstein
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Spagnola
Ms. Natalie Spano &  

Mr. Clive England
Mr. Leavenworth P. Sperry, Jr.
Ms. Arlene Sullivan
Mr. & Mrs. John Sullivan
Ms. Meredith Swackhamer
Mr. & Mrs. David Taylor
Mrs. Jan Taylor
Mr. & Mrs. Piper Thurrott
Ms. Dorothy Thurston &  

Ms. Catherine Thurston
Mr. & Mrs. Bartosz Toczylowski
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Travers
Ms. Claudette Volage
Ms. Norma E. Volk
Dr. & Mrs. Keith H. Wade
Ms. Lesley Waldron
Mr. & Mrs. Marty Wasserstein
Mr. & Mrs. David Welsh
Ms. Thyrza Whittemore
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Williams
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Witte
Ms. Connie Wood
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Wortman
Ms. Evette Zappone

*includes in-kind donation

This list comprises donations of $100 
or more made in 2020. In addition to 
this, we received many other donations 
under $100 that we deeply appreciate.

If you feel an error has occurred please 
call our office at 203-263-3711 x15. 
Thank you.

Flanders Pilots NGSS Summer Academies 
Building off of the success of Flanders’ popular Next Generation Science Standards 

(NGSS) field-trips, four unique, curriculum-based NGSS-Aligned Summer Academies 

were piloted. 

Academies provided 
families with a full-
day, fully immersive 
educational program that 
touched upon science 
curriculum in their 
child’s school. Flanders is 
proud to offer Summer 
Academies as it
helps to prepare the 
next generation of land 
stewards, scientists and 
naturalists.

Board of Directors
Ingrid Manning
PRESIDENT 

Sharon Feeley
VICE PRESIDENT 

Jodi Wasserstein
SECRETARY 

William Anthony
TREASURER 

Anne Westerman 
EX-OFFICIO OFFICER

Michael Audette
Heidi Shea Ball
John Kelly Jr.
Kevin Mitchael
Dana Moreira
Peter W. North
TJ Oneglia
Priscilla Price
Andrew Skipp
Larry J. Smotroff
Deb Tietz

Virginia Hart
LIFE TRUSTEE

AT LEFT  Our Wetlands 
Academy, 2020
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