
Savor the Seasons! 

Fall | Holiday Catalog  
OCTOBER TO DECEMBER 2021 

GATHER TOGETHER AT FLANDERS

FOREVER CONNECTED: PAGE 2  |  ADULT & FAMILY PROGRAMS: PAGE 4  |  COMMUNITY EVENTS: PAGE 9  |  CHILDREN & YOUTH PROGRAMS: PAGE 13



Volunteers clearing invasive plants at a Flanders conserved property on April 22, 2021.

THIS HAS CERTAINLY BEEN AN 

EXCITING YEAR OF GROWTH AT 

FLANDERS—MORE PROGRAMS, 

MORE CAMPERS, MORE FRIENDS 

THAN EVER BEFORE.    

The excitement seems to be building.  

More and more people who love nature, 

wildlife and our beautiful New England 

landscapes, as well as those concerned 

about the mounting pressures on our 

natural world and looking for ways to make a difference join us as 

we work towards meeting our mission. We enter this fall and holiday 

season with a feeling of great gratitude and admiration for all of you 

who are “forever connected” to Flanders.

This fall and holiday season—Flanders has some exciting programs 

planned including “The Botany of Apple Cider” on Oct. 9th, “Meet the 

Red Fox” in Connecticut on Dec. 7th, as well as many family friendly 

community events like our 3rd Annual Haunted Hikes (see page 10)  

and Wreath Making Workshops (see page 12).  

We hope to see you soon!

Vincent D. LaFontan, MHA
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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YOUR TIME + MONEY SUPPORTS

Exectuive Director, Vince LaFontan, with AmeriCorps volunteers, November 2020.

Volunteer Your Time
A gift of your time and talent is a very 
important contribution. Flanders offers 
regular opportunities for members and 
friends to share their skills and interests 
with the organization and community. 
Seasonal events at Flanders, such as 
Maple Sugaring, Flanders Festival, 
Field & Forest 5K, Flanders Annual 
Benefit & Auction, and our Holiday 
Wreath Making Workshops depend 
upon the work of hundreds of dedicated 
volunteers to make them successful. 
From a Land Trust perspective, Flanders 
relies on its volunteers to carry on its 
mission of preserving and caring for 
more than 2,400 acres of protected 
property in the region. Whether you 
would like to volunteer regularly or just 
help when you have the time, Flanders 
needs you! 

Want to lead a hike, program or class? 

Do you have a talent that you would like to share?  
Flanders is always looking for new instructors.

Call 203.263.3711 x14 or email Program Coordinator,  
Ana Jordan, at ana@flandersnaturecenter.org.

Consider Joining a Committee
Ready to get more involved with Flanders and share your 
expertise? Join one or more of our volunteer lead committees 
to help us meet our goals and objectives and further our 
mission and vision. By being a committee member you will help 
grow Flanders and make a deep impact! Here is a list of our 
committees with a brief description: 

 » LEARN Committee—Promoting and teaching the 
understanding and appreciation of art, farming, and  
nature to adults and families.

 » Art Committee—Organize art related programs and  
conserve founder Natalie Van Vleck’s history and archives.

 » Land Management Committee—Managing Flanders’  
2,400+ acres of open space.

 » Land Acquisition Committee—Acquiring important open 
space lands. 

 » Development/Fundraising Committee—Helping raise  
funds to support Flanders’ Mission.

 » Historic Van Vleck Committee—Ensuring Flanders  
facilities are properly maintained and/or restored.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT ALL OUR VOLUNTEER 

AND COMMITTEE OPPORTUNITIES please contact 
Program Coordinator, Ana Jordan, by email at ana@
flandersnaturecenter.org or by phone at 203.263.3711 x14.

Senior Hike, April 2021
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Leaving a Legacy,  
Sustaining the Future
Without the generous support of its 
benefactors, Flanders Nature Center & 
Land Trust would not be able to continue 
its important mission of fostering 
understanding and appreciation of 
nature, art, and the wonders of the 
natural world through land preservation, 
stewardship and education. 

To begin your legacy program, consider 
the following:

WHAT TYPE OF GIFT DO YOU WISH 
TO CONTRIBUTE?

 » Securities

 » Cash

 » Tangible Personal or Real Property

 » Life Insurance Beneficiary 
Designations

 » Retirement Plan Beneficiary 
Designations

DISCUSS YOUR OPTIONS with your  
attorney and/or financial advisor to  
determine which giving arrangements 
are best for your needs.

QUESTIONS? Call Jennifer Callery-Stokes 
at 203.263.3711 x14

Membership Benefits & 
Opportunities
Flanders relies on dedicated members to 
fulfill its mission.  

As a member of Flanders, you will 
take pride in knowing that you are 
supporting important land preservation 
and stewardship efforts, as well as 
exceptional environmental education 
programming for young and old alike!

MEMBERSHIP LEVELS:

Individual: $35
 » Discount on classes, programs and 

specific events

 » Invitation to Annual Meeting and 
election privileges

Family: $65  
(2 adults and children under age 21)

All individual benefits, plus: 

 » Discounts on summer camp

 » Opportunity to host a children’s 
birthday party at Flanders

Sustaining Memberships:
 » Cedar: $100

 » White Birch: $250

 » Hickory: $500

Orchid Society:
 » Chestnut: $1,000

 » Sugar Maple: $3,000

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY 

flandersnaturecenter.org/membership/

Donations
You can make a monetary donation 
to further the preservation and 
stewardship activities of Flanders 
Nature Center & Land Trust. 

Make a tax-deductible gift today and 
help us support our commitment 
of preserving land and providing 
environmental education programs for 
all ages. With any first time donation 
of $65 or more you will automatically 
receive a one-year family membership. 

MAKE A DONATION TODAY 

flandersnaturecenter.org/donate/

YOUR TIME + MONEY SUPPORTS

2,400+
ACRES IN TRUST OF OPEN SPACE 

IN WOODBURY, BETHLEHEM, 
SOUTHBURY AND MIDDLEBURY, CT

7
NATURE 

PRESERVES & 
SANCTUARIES

50+ CONSERVED PROPERTIES

PRESERVATION & STEWARDSHIP 
—NON-PROFIT SINCE 1963

17
MILES OF  

HIKING TRAILS

It’s Almost Time for 
Year End Giving!

Did you spend time on our preserves 
during quarantine? Was Flanders 
the ultimate summer destination for 
learning and fun for your child? Look-
ing for a way to positively impact 
the environment in our community? 
Show your love of Flanders with a 
year-end gift!

As a non-profit Flanders relies on the 
generous support of our “Friends of 
Flanders” to continue to operate and 
carry out our mission. Your gift to 
this year’s annual campaign ensures 
that Flanders is able to continue 
operating and serving the commu-
nity in perpetuity, contributing to all 
aspects of our organization.

Be on the lookout for this year’s cam-
paign letter to give via mail or make 
a gift online through the orange 
“DONATE” button our website.

FOR MORE INFORMATION on how 
you can make the greatest impact 
contact Director of Development 
Jennifer Callery-Stokes at 
203.263.3711 x15 or via email at 
Jennifer@flandersnaturecenter.org.
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WOODWARD OUTDOOR SCIENCE & LEARNING INITIATIVE 

Fall–Holiday Programs
Needle Felting Classes
Join Rachel Gerowe of Redbarn Originals for needle felting nights!  Rachel will guide confident 
beginners as well as needle felters with some experience through the individual steps to make 
their own unique needle felted sculpture out of wool. Needle felting is a simple craft in which 
wool is poked with a special barbed needle to shape it into anything imaginable. Cost for class 
including the kit is $40 (plus tax). Kit includes instruction booklet, wool enough for at least two 
items, and 2 felting needles. Class size is limited, and participants must register in advance!

DATES:   —  Thursday, October 21: Turkey kit
  —  Thursday, November 18: Cardinals kit
  —  Thursday, December 9: Simple Gnomes kit

TIME: 7:00 PM 

PLACE:   The Studio 

COST:   $15/class plus $25/kit (plus tax)

Oil Pastel Landscape Workshop
Local professional artist, Dita Carley is leading this workshop. Oil pastels are one of the most 
overlooked mediums. Oil pastels are lush in color, easy to handle, portable, versatile, and yet 
relatively inexpensive!   Participants will experiment with different techniques such as blending 
and scratching in and create a landscape painting. This workshop will focus on the beautiful 
landscape of Flanders.  We will go out into the field and choose which view pleases to paint. The 
class is suitable for beginning and more advanced levels of artists. All materials will be supplied, 
and students will receive a set of oil pastels to bring home.

DATE:   Tuesday, October 5 (Rain date: Wednesday, October 6)

TIME: 1:00 PM

PLACE:  The Studio

COST:   $30/members and $35/non-members

Oil pastel drawings by Dita Carley.
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All About Opossums 
Come out and meet Lavender and Bella, “Educational Spokespossums”  
for Ferncroft Wildlife Rescue. The Rescue was founded in 2017 by 
Pam and Bill Lefferts after retiring from lifelong careers in education. 
They are both licensed Wildlife Rehabilitators in CT and love to 
share their passion and knowledge of how and what “rehabbing” 
entails. Specializing in opossum, the Lefferts especially enjoy sharing 
knowledge about these misunderstood gentle creatures.

DATE:   Saturday, October 9

TIME:  1:00 PM

PLACE:   The South Barn

COST:   $10/members, $15/non-members  
and $5 for children under 12

The Secret Lives of Owls
It seems that owls have always been surrounded by an air of mystery. 
This is your chance to be only a few feet away from a Northern Saw-
Whet Owl, an Eastern Screech Owl, a Barred Owl, a Barn Owl and 
a Great-Horned Owl! Discover the extraordinary features of owls, 
including exceptional eyesight, hearing, and ability to fly silently.

DATE:  Sunday, November 7

TIME:  2:00 PM

PLACE:  The South Barn 

COST:   $10/members, $15/non-members  
and $5 for children under 12 

Meet The Red Fox
Learn all about the CT Red Fox and its behavior. Michael Audette, 
Flanders Photography Club Chair and Board Member, will lead this 
program, a pictorial story of the Red Fox in CT.

DATE:  Tuesday, December 7

TIME:  7:00 PM

PLACE:  The Studio 

COST:   $10/members, $15/non-members  
and $5 for children under 12

Goat Yoga
Connect with nature and furry baby Nigerian dwarf goats at Goat 
Yoga classes held at Flanders’ Van Vleck Farm and Sanctuary.  
Experienced yoga instructors will lead guests in this one-hour gentle 
class suitable for all levels, from beginners to advanced yogis & 
yoginis! Adorable Nigerian dwarf goats will frolick & cuddle with you 
as you flow through the class on the picturesque Van Vleck Farm. 
Participants should keep in mind that they’ll be outside, practicing with 
live animals and some degree of messiness (and a LOT of silliness) may be 
involved so they should dress accordingly, wearing comfortable clothes 
and bring along a yoga mat or towel.

DATE:   Sundays, October 3 & 17

TIME: 9:30 AM 

PLACE:  The North Barn 

COST:   $20/members and $25/non-members for adults &  
$10/ages 15 and under

The Botany of Apple Cider 
Nothing says “Fall in New England” like 
fresh apple cider. Professor Thomas 
Philbrick will give a short overview of 
the history of cider, where apples are 
native and then will demonstrate how to 
make cider and allow people to sample. 
Participants will make cider themselves.   

DATE:   Saturday, October 9 

TIME: 9:00 AM 

PLACE:  Sugar House

COST:   $10/members, $15/non-members and  
$5 for children under 12

Winter Backpacking
Backpacking season doesn’t have to end 
once the temperature drops. Learn how you 
can enjoy the colder weather and winter 
backpacking both safely and comfortably. 
Join Reach Your Summit owner and guide 
Mat Jobin for a fun, informative and 
interactive presentation drawn from Mat’s 
personal experience out on the trails and in 

the mountains. Enjoy a show-and-tell of gear and learn about topics 
such as Trip Planning, Choosing the Right Gear, Clothing Selection 
for Cold Weather, Winter Travel, Setting up Camp, How to Sleep 
Warm, Tips, Tricks, Methods & Safety Tips.

DATE:   Saturday, November 6

TIME: 9:00 AM

PLACE:   The Studio

COST:   $10/members and $15/non-members 

Register online at www.flandersnaturecenter.org/current-calendar/

OUR CT WILDLIFE
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Land Trust Hot Topics Series
Are you currently a land trust volunteer and want 
to hear ways to improve your stewardship work? 
Are you interested in getting more involved in 
stewardship activities, helping to keep our lands 
preserved for future generations? 

Come join Flanders as we explore the important roles we play as stewards of 
land trust properties. This 3-part series covers important areas of land trust 
work and will provide opportunity for discussion and sharing. Register for one 
or all three. Group size limited to 12 per session. One complimentary ticket to 
each of our Conservation Partners for each of these programs. 

Biological Control of the Emerald  
Ash Borer in Connecticut 
A presentation and discussion led by Dr. Claire Rutledge, Connecticut 
Agricultural Experiment Station Researcher of the devastating EAB 
infestation and the biological control efforts Dr. Rutledge is researching. 
Specifically, the parasitoid work that has been ongoing since 2013.  
Presentation followed by Q & A. 

DATE: Thursday, October 14

TIME: 7:00 PM

PLACE:  The Studio

COST:   $10/member and $15/non-member

Developing a Herbicide and Pesticide Use 
Policy for your Land Trust
Brian Hagenbuch from Steep Rock Association & Vince LaFontan from 
Flanders lead this discussion which centers around the sharing of current 
Land Trust policies and procedures in the appropriate use of Herbicides and 
Pesticides on Land Trust properties as well as a discussion of the evolving laws 
in Connecticut on the use of these products on Public School properties.  The 
group will also discuss the development of a Common Policy/Boilerplate that 
could be adopted by local land trusts outlining appropriate practices.

DATE: Thursday, November 4

TIME: 7:00 PM

PLACE:  The Studio 

COST:   $10/member and $15/non-member

Principles of Surveying
Daniel Laferriere (surveyor) and Brian Baker (civil engineer) of Civil 1 lead a 
workshop covering the basics of surveying and a discussion of A2 survey maps 
specifically designed for Land Trust volunteers and staff who care for land in 
perpetuity. Presentation followed by Q & A.

DATE: Wednesday, December 1

TIME: 7:00 PM

PLACE:  The Studio

COST:   $10/member and $15/non-member
TOP: Dr. Claire Rutledge opens a container of oobius (a parasitic non-
stinging wasp genus in the family Encyrtidae).; BOTTOM: Executive 
Director, Vince LaFontan and Land Management Volunteer, Mike 
Carlo, examine a survey map.
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Senior Hikes with Arthur
Join retired Flanders Executive Director, 
Arthur Milnor, for easy to moderate 
casual walks taken on forest trails. A great 
opportunity to get outside, observe what’s 
happening in the natural world, learn 
something new and maybe even meet new 
friends. These hikes are not just for seniors. 
All are welcome!

DATES:  October 19, November 11, & December 9

TIME:  9:30 AM

PLACE:   1st Hike on Oct. 19: The Whittemore Sanctuary 
2nd Hike on Nov. 11: The Van Vleck Sanctuary 
3rd Hike on Dec. 9: The Manville Kettle  

COST:  Complimentary/members and $5/non-members

Hike the Hetzel
Everyone is invited to come out and explore 
the Hetzel Refuge in Middlebury with Land 
Management Chair, John Trainor. The Hetzel 
is a pristine wooded refuge of 66 acres and 
offers prime observation areas for both birds 
and animals. It has an excellent trail system 
which not only includes woodlands, but also 
hayfields, conifer plantations, swamps, and 

several man-made ponds, all of which provide a haven for wildlife. 
Dress for the weather and wear terrain appropriate footgear.

DATE:  Saturday, October 2

TIME:  9:00 AM

PLACE:  Hetzel Refuge, Breakneck Hill Rd., Middlebury, CT

COST:  Complimentary/members and $5/non-members

Black Friday Hike
Come out to Flanders’ Van Vleck Sanctuary 
and work off those Thanksgiving calories 
and avoid the craziness of shopping those 
big box stores! Join Ingrid Manning, Flanders 
Board Member, as she leads a hike which 
will traverse our main campus. The natural 
habitats of the Sanctuary, including fields, 
meadows, forests, wetlands, marshes, 

streams and ponds, support a great diversity of wildlife species. All are 
welcome to attend and join in on the outdoor fun!  

DATE:  Friday, November 26

TIME:  10:00 AM

PLACE:   Van Vleck Sanctuary @ The Sugar House

COST:  Complimentary/members and $5/non-members

Leavenworth Preserve Hike
Join Flanders Board Member, T.J. Oneglia, for 
a guided hike of our Leavenworth Preserve. 
This 126-acre property contains former 
logging roads that have been developed 
into a low-impact trail system. Those 
participating in the hike should wear boots.

DATE:  Saturday, December 11

TIME:  11:00 AM

PLACE:   Leavenworth Preserve—Pilgrim Trail, Woodbury, CT

COST:   Complimentary/members and  
$5/non-members

Register online at www.flandersnaturecenter.org/current-calendar/

Fall Trail Hike Series
Group guided hike of the Fleming Preserve, April 2021.Beetle Bung Pond on the Hetzel Refuge in Middlebury, September 2019.
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Flanders Photography Club 
Want to join the Photography Club?  

Our focus is outdoor nature 
photography “to foster understanding 
and appreciation of nature, art and 
the wonders of the natural world . . .” 
The Club’s purpose is to promote the 
development of photographic skills 
and the art of photography. Meetings 
will include instruction on the basics 
of outdoor photography, camera 
operation, features, techniques and 

tips as well as presentations, forums, and guest speakers. 
Plus there will be outdoor exercises and projects, such as 
macro, wildlife and bird photography. 

DATE:  Every third Wednesday of the month 

TIME:  5:30 PM

PLACE:  The Studio

COST:   $20/member and $40/non-member  
per year

EVERY

3RD

WEDNESDAY

@
5:30 PM

Flanders 2021 Fall Photo Contest
Test your skills and join in on the fall fun! 

Prizes will be awarded for the best submissions based on composition, 
image quality, originality and the story the image tells. The Fall contest is 
an invitation to capture the spirit and beauty of the autumn season in all 
of its splendor. Images might include landscapes or wildlife pictured in a 
fall context. The photos do not need to be taken on a Flanders property. All 
proceeds benefit Flanders programming.

DATE:   Begins October 1 and ends on November 1

COST:   One submission is $5; two for $7; three for $10;  
four for $13; five for $15.

DETAILS:    Entries must be submitted in JPEG format (<6 MB) to 
flandersphotocontest@ flandersnaturecenter.org. All images  
will be judged by Flanders staff and experienced photography 
associates. Winners will be announced on November 12 and 
shared on the Flanders website and on social media. Further 
details can be found online or by calling the office.

Flanders 2020 photo contest winners:  ABOVE 1st place by Chris Wood: Autumn Flames; TOP RIGHT 2nd place by Beth Lyons: Fall Scene;  AT RIGHT 3rd place by 
Thomas Ryan: Reflection
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2nd Annual Pumpkin Carving Contest 
After you pick the perfect pumpkin, let your creativity flow 
and carve your pumpkin (bring your own tools) to enter into 
our carving contest. Judging for the carving contest will take 
place at 3:30 PM. Prizes will be awarded:

1st place:  4 tickets to Flanders’ Haunted Hikes 
2nd place:  2 tickets to Flanders’ Haunted Hikes. 
3rd place:  a Flanders magnet.

PLACE: Van Vleck Studio Parking Area

Community Events

Flanders Pumpkin Patch 
Let’s get in the spirit of Autumn! Visit the Flanders Pumpkin 
Patch and pick the perfect pumpkin. 

PLACE: Van Vleck Studio Parking Area 
COST: $10 per pumpkin 

Wood Carving Demonstration 
Visit with Michael Audette and Grant Lauer of the Connecticut 
Wood Carvers Association as they demonstrate how to hand 
carve “high relief” pumpkin faces. 

PLACE:  South Barn

Chainsaw Carving Demonstration 
You don’t want to miss this amazing live show! Michael Audette 
of the CT Wood Carvers Association will be on-site at the 
Flanders Van Vleck Sanctuary demonstrating start to finish 
how to chainsaw carve a wood pumpkin! This is sure to be a 
unique and exciting experience. 

PLACE: Van Vleck Studio Parking Area

JOIN US ON SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16 FROM 
1:00–4:00 PM FOR 4 GREAT EVENTS!

Flanders Pumpkin 
Patch & Carving Day!

SAT
OCT

16
1:00PM
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DATE:  Friday, October 22 and 29 
Saturday, October 23 and 30

LOCATION: The Sugar House

TIME:  4:00 PM–8:00 PM

COST: $7 per person

Hermit Guides will take you across  
our fields and forests to experience the 
folklore and legends of Woodbury.
Between 4:00 PM and 6:00 PM, join a family friendly hike for a 
not-so scary walk in the woods. But, from 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM, 
be a braver soul for a spine chilling walk in the dark woods. The 
later walks are not recommended for children under 12 or the 
faint of heart. 

Be prepared for a night of adventure and dress for the worst of 
conditions!

Flanders  
Haunted  
Hikes

Join us at Flanders for our 3rd annual Haunted Hikes!  

UNSPEAKABLE 
TALES OF OLD 
WOODBURY
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OPEN 

WEDNESDAYS 
THROUGH SUNDAYS

STARTING 

NOV 13 

CLOSING

DEC 23

Looking for one-of-a-kind distinctive gifts that will 
truly be appreciated by the special people on your 
shopping list? 
Decked out in festive style, the Van Vleck House is the 
setting for our annual “Artisan Marketplace”.  One of the 
largest artisan markets in the area, you will find a wide 
variety of quality creations handmade by local crafters 
and artisans including fiber art, shawls, scarves, cards, 
Christmas ornaments, framed prints, baskets, soap, sugar 
scrubs, and lotion bars, fun children’s accessories, quilts, 
wreaths and greens, hand crafted jewelry, pottery, and 
more!  Proceeds benefit local artisans and Flanders land 
conservation and educational programs.

Flanders Artisan Marketplace

DATE:  November 13 
through  
December 23

TIME:  10:00 AM to  
4:00 PM

PLACE:  The Van Vleck 
House
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Learn to build and decorate a beautiful 
holiday wreath from scratch! 
Enjoy a morning or an afternoon session together as a family 
taking a hike to gather evergreens. We supply a 12-inch reusable 
metal frame, various greens and decorations like pine cones and 
ornaments, and will have a supply of natural dried flowers and 
decorations to select from. Everyone will make their own wreath 
to take home or give as a gift! Registration required.

DATES:   Friday, November 26 
Saturdays: November 13, 20, 27 and December 4  
Sundays: November 14, 21, 28 and December 5 

TIME:  10:00 AM or 1:00 PM

PLACE:  The Sugar House

COST:   $25 members and $35 non-members per wreath made.

Flanders Wreath Making Workshops
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PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN OF ALL AGES   

Flanders Farm School   
Flanders invites parents and their children to join us for a series of fun farm programs being held on select 
Fridays and Saturdays this Fall. Everyone will love Flanders Farm School where kids can be “a farmer for the 
day” visiting and helping feed the animals at the Flanders’ North Barn. It is a unique opportunity for all young 
children to experience and learn about farm animals close up. The mission of these offerings is to engage 
and inspire them with a lifelong love and appreciation of nature and the environment while having fun. 

DATES:  Friday, October 1 and Saturday, October 2 
Friday, November 5 and Saturday, November 6

TIME:  Every half hour, starting at 10:00 AM  
and ending at 2:00 PM

PLACE: Flanders North Barn  
 644 Flanders Road in Woodbury

COST: Adults: $7/members and $12/non-members 
 Children: complimentary

For More Information  
More details and pre-registration is available  
online or by calling 203.263.3711 x12.

October Farm School—
Pumpkin Time! 
After learning the life cycle of a pumpkin  
from seed to fruit, each child will pick a 
pumpkin to decorate and take home to 
celebrate the harvest!  

November Farm School 
—Turkey Time!
Children will meet a live turkey and learn 
interesting turkey facts! Discover what 
turkeys eat, see different breeds of turkeys 
and then create a turkey art project for your 
holiday table.

Farm equipment in fall. Photo by Michael Audette.
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K–5 Next Generation Science Standards-
Aligned Programs
Flanders offers an exceptional collection of field-based K-5 learn-
ing experiences to complement the Next Generation Science 
Standards (NGSS). These 2-hour immersive programs are fun, 
engaging, and authentic in a classroom of nature’s design.

Each NGSS program focuses on grade-specific standards, helping to prepare students to 
meet key grade-level performance expectations. Each can be incorporated into a teacher’s unit plans, or can stand as a self-contained experience. 

KINDERGARTEN
Animals & Where They Live
Students visit a variety of farm animals 
and look for patterns in animal needs. They 
visit a woodland habitat and learn that 
wild animals have similar needs. Students 
record observational data and recognize 
relationships between what animals need 
and where they live. NGSS Performance 
Expectations: K-LS1-1, KESS2-2, K-ESS3-1. 
Modified, In-School version available.

Beavers Change Their 
Environment (Grades K–2)
Through evidence collection in a Flanders 
beaver habitat, students learn about beavers, 
their survival needs and how altering their 
environment allows them to meet those 
needs. They describe the features of a beaver 
and relate structure to function. NGSS 
Performance Expectations: K-LS1-1, K-ESS2-2, 
K-ESS3-1, K-2-ETS1-2, 1-LS1-1, 2-LS4-1 
Modified, In-School version available; Live-
stream version available

GRADE 1
Animals and Their Parts 
(Grades 1–2) Visiting a variety of farm 
animals, students relate the structure of animal  
parts to their function. They apply these 
concepts to wild animals in an observation 
and discussion of taxidermy mounts, and 
then analyze examples of biomimicry. 
NGSS Performance Expectations: 1-LS1-1, 
K-2-ETS1-2. Modified, In-School version 
available; Live-stream version available

Nest Nurseries (Grades 1–2)
In different species, nest building is a way 
parents help offspring survive. Students go on 
a scavenger hunt in a forest for different kinds 
of nests. In collaborative groups, they design 
and build a nest, using available materials, and 

then compare designs. They observe patterns 
in parental care and recognize relationships 
between nest structure and function. NGSS 
Performance Expectations: 1-LS1-2, 1-LS3-1, 
K-2-ETS1-2, K-2-ETS1-3

GRADE 2
Habitat Comparison  
(Grades 2–3)  Students visit a forest 
and a pond habitat, collecting, observing and 
recording the diversity of life in each. They 
analyze graphic models of their class data, 
then participate in an analysis discussion. 
NGSS Performance Expectation: 2-LS4-
1, 3-LS4-3. Modified, In-School version 
available; Live-stream version available

Follow the Water! Making 
Maps from Pond to Stream to 
Wetland  Maps show where landforms 
and bodies of water are in an area and how 
they relate to each other. Students develop 
mapping skills and their spatial thinking 
by producing their own maps, showing the 
route that water takes on the Van Vleck 
property and the spatial relationship of three 
different aquatic habitats. NGSS Performance 
Expectations: 2-ESS2-2, 2-ESS2-3

GRADE 3
A Tree to Be. Life Cycles and 
Inheritance  Students learn that trees 
have life cycles, and that each stage of life 
has a role in the forest. They find evidence 
of inheritance and variation by comparing 
mature and sapling leaves. They then visit a 
forest ecosystem and measure several trees 
to determine stages of growth. They analyze 
class data and make inferences about the 
health of the forest.   NGSS Performance 
Expectations:3-LS1-1, 3LS3-1. Modified, In-
School version available.

TO SUPPORT TEACHERS AND STUDENTS
during the challenges of the 2021–2022 school 
year, we are offering LIVE-STREAM and modified, 
IN-SCHOOL versions of some these programs. 
See notations below. 
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GRADE 4
Watch that Slope! Stream 
Bank Erosion (Grades 4–5)
Students study soil erosion, factors that 
affect it, and its effects on streams and 
stream organisms. An engaging role-play is 
followed by fair test demonstrations using 
stream bank models. At a nearby stream, 
students examine stream bank sites, measure 
% slope of each, and draw conclusions about 
erosion vulnerability. NGSS Performance 
Expectations: 4-ESS2-1, 3-5-ETS1-3. 
Modified, In-School version available; Live-
stream version available

GRADE 5
Wetlands, a System of 
Interconnected Spheres 
Wetland ecosystems illustrate the 
interconnectedness of earth’s hydrosphere, 
biosphere, geosphere and atmosphere. Visit 
Flanders wetlands, collect water samples and 
document plant and animal life.  They conduct 
water analysis tests, make conclusions about 
the health of the wetlands based upon the 
data they collected. NGSS Performance 
Expectations: 5-ESS2-1, 5-LS2-1

Energy Transfer in a Pond 
Ecosystem  Students study the food 
web structure of a Flanders pond. They collect 
samples of pond organisms, then separate 
out, identify, and count each type. They collect 
similar data for pond plant species. Students 
then use provided references to construct 
possible food web structures that model the 
flow of energy through the ecosystem. NGSS 
Performance Expectations:  5-PS3-1, 5-LS2-1

Questions
Contact Eileen Reed at 203.233.9745 or 
eileen@flandersnaturecenter.org

We have a variety of environmental education programs and 
immersive field trips for students in pre-school through grade 5. 

COST:  2-hour program: $10/student 
3-hour program: $12/student

DETAILS: Recommended Programs: 
 <50 students: 2 hour program 
 >50 students: 3 hour program

In order to achieve maximum one-on-one 
instruction, classes will be broken into groups, 
depending on the number of students. Groups 
will then rotate, so that all of your students 
will have ample time to experience each fun-
filled and exciting program.

Programs can be customized to fit your 
curriculum needs and to allow for the 
maximum amount of outdoor education time 
that your schedule permits.

Fall on the Farm Programs
VISIT THE BARNYARD Students observe 
a variety of mammals found on a farm and 
understand the characteristics of mammals.

TAKE A TRACTOR RIDE Our scenic wagon 
ride provides an opportunity for observations 
of wildlife and seasonal changes.

LEARN ABOUT PUMPKIN LIFE CYCLES 
Students learn about plant life cycles.

PLAY THE WEATHER GAME Students learn 
that farm production depends on weather and 
that farm activities change with the season.

VISIT OUR FARM AND RURAL LIFE 
MUSEUM A collection of more than 500 tools 
that showcases technology through time.

ADD A THEMED HIKE  through gardens, 
fields, and woods.

Wonders in the Water 
Program Students scoop into the  
pond and learn about the life cycles of  
local amphibians, insects, mammals,  
reptiles and birds. 

Plan your Spring Field  
trips now!
—  MAPLE SYRUP MAGIC SHOW:   

Late February–March 

—  SPRING ON THE FARM & LIFE IN  
THE POND:  April–June

For More Info
Contact Amber McDonald, Educator/ 
Administrator at 203.263.3711 x12 or  
amber@flandersnaturecenter.org

Fall Field Trips: September—November
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Birthday Parties at Flanders!
We offer birthday parties on Saturdays or Sundays year round! 
Affordable and fun, there are a variety of themes to choose from 
including animals and art to fairy fun. Hiking, games and stories, 
live animals and even tractor rides can all be made a part of the 
celebration!  Call us for more information and to brainstorm what 
will make for an unforgettable party for your birthday child!

Supervised Agricultural Experience
Do you know (or are you) an agricultural education student 
searching for placement in an organization to complete your 
Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE)?  Look no further, 
Flanders is the perfect place to obtain those SAE hours!  We 
welcome students from the local area agricultural education 
programs. Our North Barn, under the guidance of our Farm 
Manager, offers an excellent opportunity to learn and apply 
knowledge about the care of livestock. Our sanctuary with its 
forest, fields, trails and ponds is a superb location to further your 
understanding and utilize your skills in environmental systems! 

Scout Programs
 » We can help your Boy and Girl Scouts earn badges and 

complete community service projects!  Programs can be 
tailored to the needs of individual troops.  

 » Eagle Scout and Gold and Silver Award projects have been done 
at Flanders. 

For a list of ideas which we feel would benefit Flanders—or with 
an idea of your own, email Program Coordinator, Ana Jordan, at 
ana@flandersnaturecenter.org.

YEAR ROUND PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN & YOUTH   

Check Out All That We Have to Offer   
Our grounds provide a perfect spot for exploring the outdoors, with 200 acres of forests, ponds, farm 
fields, meadows, wetlands, and streams—all of which support a diversity of wildlife. 

“We Come To You” Workshops

THE WONDERS OF NATURE AT YOUR SITE  

Our talented naturalists and educators can travel to your 
school, group or program location to provide educational and 
engaging nature programs.  
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“Off From School”  
Adventure Days at Flanders   
Are you looking for a great opportunity for your children, 
grades kindergarten through 5th, to get some outdoor 
exercise, learn more about the animals that make up their 
world and bring their science books to life on their days 
off from school?! Each of the days will be packed with 
exploring the great outdoors, as well as age appropriate 
stories, games and art projects! We will care for them, 
entertain them and educate them while giving them a 
memorable day!

Pre-registration required

DATES:  FALL BREAK: Friday, October 8 
COLUMBUS DAY: Monday, October 11 
ELECTION DAY: Tuesday, November 2 

VETERANS DAY: Thursday, November 11

TIME(S):  8:30 AM – 12:30 PM 

12:30 PM – 4:30 PM   

or 

8:30 AM – 4:30 PM

PLACE:  Flanders Trail House: Church Hill Road, Woodbury CT 

COST:  HALF DAY:  $30 members/ $40 non-members 

  FULL DAY:  $60 members/ $80 non-members

Trail Blazers 4-H Club
Do you have a child age 
5–18 that loves animals 
and being outdoors?  Then 
joining the Flanders 4-H 
Club is the perfect fit!

UCONN 4-H is a youth 
organization whose mission 
is engaging youth to reach 
their fullest potential with a 
motto “To Make the Best Better.”  Members will 
learn all about caring for a variety of farm animals, 
beekeeping, responsible land care, gardening and 
forestry.  Also, as a club member you will have 
the opportunity to attend educational meetings, 
go on field trips or show off your new skills at 
a 4-H Fair.  In the process, you will make new 
friends, solve problems and make a difference 
in your neighborhood or even in the world! The 
Van Vleck 200-acre campus with our North Barn 
animals presents perfect opportunities to learn the 
responsibilities of raising livestock and many land 
management challenges.  For more information, 
please contact the Flanders office at 203-263-3711 
x12.

DATE:   Every 2nd Wednesday of the month

TIME:  6:00 PM

PLACE:  The North Barn 

COST:  Complimentary

For More Information on any  
of these opportunities, please  
contact us!

Call the Flanders office at 203.263.3711, x12  
or email Amber McDonald at amber@
flandersnaturecenter.org

EVERY

2ND

WEDNESDAY

@
6:00 PM
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Exciting programs and news from our regional partners in conservation.

BENT OF THE RIVER AUDUBON CENTER is 
a 700-acre nature sanctuary and education 
center located in Southbury, Connecticut. 
It is part of Audubon Connecticut (a state 
office of the National Audubon Society) 
and the Atlantic Flyway, and is dedicated to 
Audubon’s open space and working lands 
conservation efforts in Connecticut.

Visitors are welcome to enjoy trails, nature 
programs, and conservation-themed events 
year-round. Learn and explore with us!

DID YOU KNOW? The Ellis Clark 
Regional Agri-Science and Technology 
Program at Nonnewaug High School 
offers Adult Education classes? The 
classes are held in fall and spring and 
include fly fishing, floral arranging, small 
engine repair, and more! 

To learn more about their class offerings 
and to register visit www.woodburyffa.
org/adulted. If your child is interested 
in enrolling in the high school program, 
and is from one of our 13 sending towns, 
please visit woodburyffa.org.

Taylor who played a key role in its pres-
ervation. This walk is free and open to all. 
Co-sponsored by PRWC & SLT.

Please register with barbara@
roxburylandtrust.org cosponsored with 
Roxbury Senior Center

FALL FOLIAGE WALKS WITH BARBARA 
BRADBURY-PAPE, RLT DIRECTOR OF 
DEVELOPMENT 

DATES:  October 4: Kress Family Trail at 
Orzech Preserve; October 18:  
Gavel Family Farm 

TIME:  11:00 am

Enjoy casually-paced, easy walks to 
explore two RLT preserves

Limited to 15 participants; All Covid 
protocols followed:  masks, social 
distancing, etc.

Bee Brook’s Busy Beavers:  
An Exploration in Nature

MACRICOSTAS PRESERVE   
124 Christian Street, New Preston, CT 
Details:  November 6, 2021   
 9:00 AM – 10:30 AM

Registration is required: 
www.steeprockassoc.org/events-
programs/

Join Steep Rock Association on a 
hike along Bee Brook at Macricostas 
Preserve where beavers abound. During 
the outing, we will review beaver 
habits, witness their ecosystem services 
firsthand, discuss ethical management 
strategies to address human conflicts, 
and with any luck, see these aquatic 
rodents busily engineering a place to 
spend the winter.

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK 

facebook.com/watertownlandtrust/

For the latest news on our upcoming 
hikes, work parties, and programs. 

2ND ANNUAL 2021 COW CHIP RAFFLE

No more than 2,000 tickets will be sold; 
your chance of winning is 1 in 285! On 
Saturday, October 23, 2021, whichever 
square Karina the cow “chips” on will win 
the grand prize of $2,000! There will be 
kid’s activities, including a pumpkin face-
drawing contest! For further details, 
visit www.bethlehemlandtrustct.org.

SAVE THE DATE! Dr. Marc Taylor Guided 
Walk: Saturday, October 2 at 10 AM: Platt 
Farm Preserve (meet at the kiosk near 
the parking lot at 465 Flood Bridge Road)

As we celebrate 20 years of conserving 
this land, come enjoy a 1 hour walk through 
this amazing preserve in honor of Dr. Marc 
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Flanders is excited to announce 
the launch of a campaign to fund 
expansions to our Environmental 
Education Facilities; the Trail House  
and the Sugar House. 

Both iconic buildings serve as centers for exploration, 

education and fun for the thousands of children and 

adults that enjoy programming at Flanders each year.

With the expansion of the Trail House to include a fully 

functional Research Lab and Field Station and addition 

of facilities to the Sugar House, Flanders will increase 

useable educational space and year-round programmatic 

capacity. 

The Field Station will be a multi-purpose space that 

provides additional opportunities for extended research 

and learning in the Greater Waterbury and Litchfield 

Hills area. Additionally, the new space would serve as an 

additional camp location, allowing Flanders to double 

capacity. 

Donations given during this campaign support all aspects 

of the project, from enhancing the physical spaces to 

providing the necessary equipment needed to fully outfit 

each location. Your support enables learners of all ages 

to engage with nature in unique and beneficial ways and 

helps to solidify Flanders as a leading center for vital 

environmental research.   

FOR MORE INFORMATION on this campaign or for 

details on how you can best support, contact Jennifer 

Callery-Stokes, Director of Development at 203-263-

3711 ext.15

Environmental  
Education Facilities 
Expansion

NEW CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
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Meeting Today’s Demand, 
Anticipating Tomorrow’s Growth

The Trail House expansion would have 
twice the impact—reaching over 400 
students each summer, not including the 
additional impact to school programs 
throughout the year!

Flanders currently 
serves 200 students 
each summer.

CURRENT IMPACT FUTURE STUDENT GROWTH

Facilitating 
Field Research 

Inviting 
Collaboration

Building  
Partnerships 

Sharing Our 
Habitat 

Engaging The 
Community 

Making A  
Difference

>

Increased NGSS school year programs, New 
high school science program offerings, New 
undergraduate and graduate university 
collaborations, New community based groups, 
Environmental research collaborations

INCREASED YEAR-ROUND ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

CURRENT AND FUTURE AREAS OF IMPACT



FOR THE LATEST        instagram.com/flandersnaturecenter/       facebook.com/FlandersNatureCenter       twitter.com/fnclt

FLANDERS MISSION

To foster understanding 
and appreciation of nature, 
art and the wonders of the 
natural world through land 
preservation, stewardship 
and education.

FLANDERS VISION

To safeguard a future in which our scenic landscapes, 
forests, wetlands, agricultural lands and wildlife 
habitats are preserved forever, while being a leading 
center for environmental education for all ages, 
following best practices for land stewardship, and 
partnering with government, private organizations 
and the community to conserve our natural heritage.

Notes & Reminders
ENROLLMENT/REGISTRATION
Events and programs with low enrollment 
are subject to cancellation shortly before 
it’s set to start. Register early to make 
sure the program you want has adequate 
enrollment to run. In the event of a filled 
program or cancellation, we will make 
every attempt to notify you by phone and/
or email.

INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY
We reserve the right to cancel an event 
or program due to inclement weather 
conditions. If an event or program is 
canceled that you have registered for, we 
will notify you by phone and/or email. Also, 
we will post a notification on the Flanders 
website and on our social media accounts.

WAITING LISTS  Waiting lists will be 
taken on events and programs with enroll-
ment limits. We will notify you when there 
are openings.

PHOTO POLICY  Flanders reserves the 
right to photograph program participants 
for publicity purposes. 

GIFT CERTIFICATES  Gift Certificates 
are available for purchase. For additional 
information, please call us at 203.263.3711.

PROCESSING FEE  There is a non-
refundable $1 processing fee on all 
programs.

CATALOG ERRORS  We try to ensure 
that the information in this catalog is accu-
rate, but on occasion we may have missed 
something or printed a wrong time or price. 
We apologize if you find any errors.

SPECIAL ASSISTANCE  All children 
and adults are invited to participate in our 
programs. If you or your child needs accom-
modations for a disability or special needs, 
please contact Flanders.

TRAILS  The trails on our seven hiking 
preserves are open dawn to dusk. Dogs are 
allowed on our trails on a leash at all times.

COVID-19 UPDATE  We continue to 
monitor conditions daily. Flanders follows all 
state and local health official guidelines.

Office Contact 
Flanders Nature Center & Land Trust

MAILING ADDRESS: 5 Church Hill Road

OFFICE ADDRESS: 596 Flanders Road

Woodbury, CT 06798

PHONE:  203.263.3711

FAX:  203.263.2214

EMAIL:  flanders@ 
 flandersnaturecenter.org

WEB:  flandersnaturecenter.org

OFFICE  

HOURS:  9AM–5PM 
 Monday–Friday

Three Ways to Register
ONLINE
Register by visiting  
www.flandersnaturecenter.org/
current-calendar/. Available 24/7.   
Pay with Visa, MasterCard,  
American Express or Discover.

BY PHONE
Call 203.263.3711 x12  
between 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM, 
Monday– Friday

IN PERSON
Flanders South Farm Administrative 
Offices at 596 Flanders Rd. Woodbury, 
CT. Pay with a check (payable to 
Flanders Nature Center & Land Trust), 
cash or credit card.

www.flandersnaturecenter.org   |  page 21

Reminders & Registration



5 Church Hill Road
Woodbury, Connecticut 06798

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Non-profit Org

U.S. Postage

PAID
Watertown, CT

Permit No. 3305

Special Offer!
USE PROMO CODE FALLCAT2021   
to waive the Program Processing Fee.


