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Flanders’ Vision
To safeguard a future in which our scenic landscapes, forests, wetlands, 

agricultural lands and wildlife habitats are preserved forever, while being 

a leading center for environmental education for all ages, following best 

practices for land stewardship, and partnering with government, private 

organizations and the community to conserve our natural heritage.

Acquisition of Tomlinson 
Properties 
One of our greatest responsibilities as an accredited Land 

Trust is the management of 2,300 acres of land which has 

been acquired through donation or purchase. 

Flanders is proud to announce that this year, the Land 

Acquisition subcommittee, led by Vice President of the 

Board of Directors, Sharon Feeley acquired 38 acres of 

land in the Northeastern portion of Woodbury. This land, 

consisting of a 12.06-acre parcel and a 26-acre parcel was 

graciously donated by Timothy Tomlinson. 

The committee and Flanders wish to thank Mr. Tomlinson, 

Attorney Paul Jessell of Savin, Staussacher & Scott and 

The Baldridge Family for their instrumental work in 

helping to preserve this piece of land.

This acquisition furthers Flanders mission of preserving 

and stewarding land and helps to increase the amount of 

open space in Woodbury, something that greatly benefits 

the entire community and the many species of plants and 

animals who call the land home.

Flanders’ Mission
To foster understanding and appreciation 

of nature, art, and the wonders of the 

natural world through land preservation, 

stewardship, and education.	

Something for 
Everyone—All Year Long 
This year, Flanders was filled with friends and families 

participating in our wide array of programs and events. 

In the spring, Flanders hosted its famed Farm Tea and got 

the community’s heart rate up with the Field & Forest 5k. 

During the warm summer months, Flanders welcomed 

hundreds of young learners to summer camp and sipped 

and celebrated during the Farm to Table Benefit & Auction. 

Throughout the school year, various school groups 

participated in on-site and off-site fieldtrips and families 

were able to connect with nature by hiking our many 

trails and preserves. Flanders was pleased to cap off 

the year with a celebration of local craftsmanship at 

the Artisan Marketplace and to see groups of all ages at 

wreath making and decorating workshops.

We wish to thank all of our members and Friends of 

Flanders for joining in the fun this year and hope to see 

you at a program or event in the months ahead- be sure 

to check our website for the latest offerings!

Thank You to Our Sponsors

Aquarion

Bantam Wesson

Dr. William Filchak

Giuliano Richardson & Sfara

Harte Auto Group

Ion Bank

Ipex

LaBonne’s Market

Lynch Urban Seating

Michael Friedman 
Orthodontics

New Morning Market & 
Vitality Center

Newtown Savings Bank

O & G Industries

Pediatric Dental Associates of 
Southbury

Physical Therapy and Sports 
Medicine Center

Stone Veterinary Hospital

Strongtown Fitness 

Thule

Valenti Auto 

Webster Bank

Westover School

Michael Audette joined the Flanders volunteer force in 

2014, bringing his many talents and energy with him. 

Michael quickly learned the ropes and carved out a niche(s) 

for himself. He chairs Flanders’ LEARN committee, tireless-

ly advocating for environmental education for both adults 

and children, always with an eye towards the Flanders’ 

mission statement. 

As LEARN committee chair, Michael has spent countless 

hours developing and administrating outreach program-

ming, recruiting educators, coordinating details, and often 

serving as program “captain”, “ambassador” and/or the 

ever-present photographer documenting myriad activities. 

Michael’s interests in wood craving, birding, photography, 

etc., have allowed him to share Flanders’ mission with other 

like-minded organizations which leads to more program 

opportunities. Michael is a lifelong photographer and partic-

ularly enjoys photographing birds. Michael used his interest 

in photography to initiate the Flanders Photography Club, 

which boasts over 40 conservation-minded photographers. 

Flanders is fortunate to have Michael as part of its team, he 

shares his many talents in a variety of ways, freely gives of 

his time and energy and will contribute almost anything to 

the success of a program. Thank you Michael!

Would you like to volunteer?
Call Ana Jordan at 203.263.3711 x10 or email at  

ana@flandersnaturecenter.org	

J. UPSON WARREN VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR 2019  
Michael Audette 

Statement of Financial Position 2019

Statement of Activities: FOR YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2019

Support And Revenue	 Without Donor Restrictions	 With Donor Restrictions 	 2019 Total

Support	 $268,455	 $464,965	 $733,410
Revenue	 $286,420	 $871	 $287,291
Other Income	 $265,103	 $219,743	 $484,846

Expenses	

Total Expenses	 $ 654,875	 —	 $ 654,875

 
CHANGE IN NET ASSETS	 $ 245,991	 $604,681	 $850,672

NET ASSETS: YEAR START	 $5,859,278	 $3,587,773	 $9,447,051

NET ASSETS: YEAR END	 $6,105,269	 $4,192,454	 $10,297,723

Assets

$79,905 
Equipment

  

$1,046,434
Buildings &

Improvements
  

$152,019 
Cash 

$6,668,073 
Land Held 
In Trust  
$(763,520)
Depreciation   

$3,151,584
Investments &

Collections

$1,406,802
Net Assets—

Designated
  

$4,192,454
Net Assets With

Donor Restrictions
  

$36,114 
Accrued 
Expenses  
$658 
Accounts 
Payable 
$4,698,467 
Net Assets—
Undesignated   

$79,905 
Equipment

  

$1,046,434
Buildings &

Improvements
  

$152,019 
Cash 

$6,668,073 
Land Held 
In Trust  
$(763,520)
Depreciation   

$3,151,584
Investments &

Collections

$1,406,802
Net Assets—

Designated
  

$4,192,454
Net Assets With

Donor Restrictions
  

$36,114 
Accrued 
Expenses  
$658 
Accounts 
Payable 
$4,698,467 
Net Assets—
Undesignated   

$10,334,495 
Liabilities & Net Assets

$10,334,495 

Have you ever wanted to leave more than 
just footprints at Flanders? 

Longtime friend of Flanders and former Board Member, 

Don Goss did just that when he chose to leave a portion 

of his IRA to Flanders upon his passing. Mr. Goss was 

passionate about many aspects of Flanders and was an 

original member of the art committee. After many years 

spent in various roles, Don knew that he could leave a 

legacy here with a gift totaling nearly $70,000. After 

speaking with his family, the Board of Directors chose to 

use that money to ensure that the buildings of Flanders stay 

safe and useable for years to come. We wish to thank the 

Goss family for their generosity and support of our mission. 

Leaving a Legacy 
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Staff 
Vincent D. LaFontan
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Jennifer Callery-Stokes 
DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT

Marc Chabot
CURATOR

Karli Drda
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

Ana Jordan
PROGRAM COORDINATOR

Amber McDonald
EDUCATION

Dianne Parmelee
EDUCATION

Eileen Reed
NGSS COORDINATOR

Venisa C. Riebe
DIRECTOR OF FINANCE

Alex Thomson
LAND MANAGEMENT

Did you know? You can 
donate up to $100,000 a year of 
your IRA to Flanders, tax free?

A 2015 tax law on qualified charitable distributions allows individuals 70 1/2 years or older 

to give directly from their IRAs. Your gift to Flanders would help protect our environment 

and promote conservation for generations to come. For more information contact Venisa 

Riebe, Director of Finance, at 203.263.3711 x 11 or venisa@flandersnaturecenter.org

We’re not kidding around, our goats are truly something 

special! We met up with Farm Manager and Educator Dianne 

Parmalee who filled us in on what makes our Dwarf Nigerian 

Milking Goats an important part of Flanders. 

Dianne started with Flanders 19 years ago and after running 

many educational programs for children, realized that the 

center needed a small, friendly animal that could be used as 

a teaching tool. Dianne grew up with a goat as a pet and knew 

that they were great for our younger visitors.

Dwarf Nigerian Goats are smaller—and unlike some of their larger counterparts—are friendlier, more 

curious and sometimes even “cuddly.” Dianne loves using our 20 goats to educate children during 

Farm School and Summer Camp. She specifically loves taking the younger learners out on hikes with 

the goats where they learn valuable lessons about invasive species and the important role goats can 

play in keeping them under control. 

If you have yet to say hello to our furry friends, check out our upcoming Farm School programs and 

be on the lookout for Goat Yoga in the summer and fall months!

Checking in with The Goats of Flanders

We are Pleased to Acknowledge our 2019 Donors
$5,000+
CHARTER OAK 
AtoZ.studio *

Mrs. Malcolm Baldrige

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Bunch

Connecticut Community Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Guy Gabrielson III

Mr. Donald Y. Goss

Marzhal Memorial Foundation

O&G Industries, Inc.

Pine Meadow Gardens *

Salem Foundation

SMPS Family Fund

Ms. Hedda W. von Goeben

Woodward Foundation

Zulu Nyala Group *

$3,000–$4,999
SUGAR MAPLE 
Mr. & Mrs. Adam Wasserstein

$1,000–$2,999
ORCHID 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Adkins *

Anonymous Donations

Mr. & Mrs. William Anthony

Aquarion Water Company

Mrs. Katherine H. Campbell

Corbo Associates, Inc

Ms. Joanne Crudele *

Patricia and Forest Herron Fund

George A. Green, Inc *

ION Bank

Ms. Ann Hinman Lilley

Lynch Urban Seating

Mr. & Mrs. John Manning

Mr. & Mrs. Geoffrey Mayo

Medidata

Ritucci-Friedman Orthodontics

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Milnor *

Mr. & Mrs. Steven Molder

New Morning Natural and  
Organic Foods

Mr. & Mrs. John Novak

Ms. Sarah Shinn Pratt

Ms. Eileen Reed &  
Dr. Charles Polnitsky

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Sherer

Mr. Ric Sonder and  
Ms. Susan Monserud

Mr. Sted Sweet

Thomaston Savings Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Alex Thomson

Tradewind Aviation

Watertown Foundation

Dr. & Mrs. Gary J. Westerman

$500–$999
HICKORY 
American Precision Products

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Ball

Black River Quarries *

Mr. Russell Blair &  
Ms. Ambler Cantey

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Braun *

Crossfit Strongtown

Mr. Daniel Davison

Ericson Insurance

Dr. & Mrs. William J. Filchak

Mr. & Mrs. Cameron Gardella

Giuliano Richardson & Sfara LLC

Friends at Employees Helping  
Hands Fund

Mr. Philip L. &  
Ms. Eileen Chiu Graham

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Green

Harte Auto Group

Ms. Janet Helgeson

IPEX, Inc.

Labonne’s Epicure Market

Mr. & Mrs. Vincent LaFontan

Law Offices of Dana D’Angelo, LLC

Ms. Lucy Mayo &  
Mr. Spencer Kympton

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Milnor

Mrs. Anne H. Nalwalk

Newtown Savings Bank

Mr. Peter North & Ms. Kippy West

Mr. & Mrs. John Novak *

O&G Industries, Inc. *

Pediatric Dental Association of 
Southbury LLC

Physical Therapy & Sports  
Medicine Centers

Pomperaug Valley Garden Club

Drs. Steven & Priscilla Price

Mr. Wesley Rouse &  
Dr. Bob McWilliams

Westover School

Ms. Anne M. Slattery

Stone Veterinary Hospital

Sullivan’s Jewelers

Mr. Fred Clark

USA Waste & Recycling *

Valenti Motors, Inc.

Waterbury Orthopedic Associates

Webster Bank

Ms. Abby N. Wells

$250–$499
WHITE BIRCH
Aetna Foundation

Ms. Dina Albano

Mr. Mark J. Alvarez &  
Ms. Holly Fitzsimmons

Arethusa al tavolo *

Mr. & Mrs. Ron Artale

Ms. Melody Asbury *

Dr. James S. Bauer, DMD

Mr. & Mrs. John Beatty

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Berthiaume

Blackwell Dental, PLLC

Blue Heron Therapeutic  Massage *

Mr. Robert Campolongo

Clauss Orthodontics

Ms. Ingrid Davis

Ms. Heather Dever

Dr. David M Dressler

Farmhouse Antiques

Ms. Sharon Feeley

Fleming-Buner Fund

Dr. & Mrs.  David Freccero

Ms. Debbie Gabriele-Wolff *

Gager, Bower & Scalzo, LLP

The Mayflower Inn *

Mr. Joseph L Graf, Jr.

H.L. Bennett Jr., Inc.

Mr. Ted R. Heavenrich

Dr. & Mrs. Richard Holden

Municipal Emergency Services, Inc.

Illinois Tool Works

Dr. & Mrs. Peter Jacoby

Mr. Peter Kepple &  
Ms. Karin Whittemore

Ms. Patricia Knowlton

Mr. Vincent LaFontan *

Mrs. Frederick R. Leavenworth

Mr. John Cavallaro &  
Ms. Elizabeth Lyons

Mathnasium *

Mr. & Mrs. Ed McGrath

Mr. Thomas McMackin

Mr. & Mrs. Lee McTaggart

Natural Balance

Mr. & Mrs. John Pittari

Ms. Laura Poquette

Quassy Amusement Park

Ms. Gail Hunt Reeke

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Senich

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Shea

Mr. & Mrs. James Sidway

The Siemon Company

Mrs. Brian Skinner

Mr. Larry Smotroff &  
Ms. Marina Zatman

Mr. Leavenworth P. Sperry, Jr.

Splash Car Wash *

Ms. Nancy Taffera-santos

Mrs. Jan Taylor

Mr. & Mrs. John Trainor

Mr. Geoffrey Whan &  
Ms. Joan Martin

Woodbury Fitness On Main LLC 

$100–$249
CEDAR
Ace Hardware of Woodbury *

Adam Broderick Salon *

Mr. & Mrs. Gunnar Anderson

Ms. Ann Astarita

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Atwood

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Audette

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Bailey

Mr. David Baker &  
Ms. Monique Shay

Wesson, Inc.

Mr. Alfred P. Forino &  
Mr. Eric G. Baptista

Mr. Richard Bartkus

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Bartlett

Mr. William Bassett

Ms. Cassandra H. Beauvais

Mr. & Mrs. Brent Benner

Dr. & Mrs. Edward Boisits

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Bowles

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Brady

Ms. Jenifer Jainer &  
Mr. Thomas J. Buchberger

Mr. & Mrs. Rich Buckley

Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth L. Burke

Mr. William Buzzard

Mr. Jesse Cedor

Dr. Frank Cesare, Ph.D.

Mr. Christian Cesari &  
Mr. Kevin Mitchael

Mrs. John Chamberlain *

Mr. & Mrs. James Chittum

Mr. Martin Cook

Mr. & Mrs. James Crocicchia

Mr. & Mrs. Vincent D’Alessio

Mr. Daniel M. Stowell

Mr. & Mrs. Len DeJong

Mr. & Mrs. Sean Delaney

Dr. & Mrs. Vincent deLuise, MD

Dietrich Gardens *

Dr. G. Clayton Dudley

Edgewood Bath and Tennis LLC 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Eisenberg

Evergreen Inn & Tavern *

Ms. Debby Faehrenbach

Mr. Marc H. Feuer

GE Foundation

Mr. Gerald E. Gaab

Mr. Bob Gagan

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Gallagher

Gary Westerman, DMD

Mr. & Mrs. Peter K. Gersky

Ms. Rosemary Giuliano &  
Ms. Anne Delo

Mr. & Mrs. William Green

Ms. Julia Pamela Griswold

Ms. Sophie Kelley & Mr. Tom Hack

Mr. & Mrs. Steven Hale

Mr. & Mrs. Rick Hall

Mrs. Terry Hallaran

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Halpert

Ms. Josephine Hamer

Mr. & Mrs. Edward A. Hart

Ms. Norma Heaven

IBM Corporation

Image Aviation *

Mrs. Robert B. Jackson

John’s Café *

Mr. Garrett Johnson

Ms. Robin Johnson

Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Jordan

Mr. & Mrs. Gaynor Kelley

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Kelly

Mr. Perry Kest & Ms. Cynthia Burger

L.L. Bean

Mr. & Mrs. James Laboudy

Dr. Michael Lang & Mrs. Collie Harris

Mr. Bryan Largay

Ms. Kristina Livolsi &  
Mr. Jason Boudreau

Dr. & Mrs. Koen Loeven

Mr. Peter Lorber

Ms. Paula Loveland

Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Maloney

Maple Ridge Animal Hospital

Ms. Lisa Victoria McCann

Ms. Virginia McCarthy

Mr. & Mrs. Michael McDonald

Metro Bis *

Mr. Joseph K. Milnor

Mohegan Sun Casino *

The Mattatuck Museum *

Mr. & Mrs. William Neil

Nicholas Tobin, Inc

Nutmeg Wine & Spirit Shoppe *

Mr. E.Thomas O’Hara

The Om Center for Yoga & Massage *

The Palace Theater *

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Pelletier

Mr. Michael Pinevich

Rev. & Mrs. Marston Price

Pure Platinum Hair Salon *

Mr. Robert Ratzenberger

Community Table Restaurant *

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas M. Rianhard, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Randolph Richardson II

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Rickart

Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin Rising

Ms. Christina S Robb &  
Mr. John Seelenbinder

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Robinson

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Rosen

Sasso’s Coal Fired Pizza *

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Sherman

Shubert Theater *

Signatures Limited

Mr. Andre Simonpietri &  
Ms. Dominique Martinet

Mr. Merton Smith &  
Ms. Judith Silverstein

Ms. Meredith Swackhamer

Sweetcake Factory

Mr. & Mrs. David Taylor

Mrs. Norman Taylor

Mr. & Mrs. Piper Thurrott

Ms. Debra Tietz

Mr. & Mrs. Lorraine Traver

True Value Of Bethlehem *

Ms. Claudette Volage

Dr. & Mrs. Keith H. Wade

Mr. & Mrs. Marty Wasserstein

Mr. & Mrs. David Welsh

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Wolcott

Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Wood

Ms. Connie Wood

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Wortman

*includes in-kind donation

This list comprises donations of 
$100 or more made in 2019. In 
addition to this, we received many 
other donations under $100 that 
we are incredibly grateful for. 

If you feel an error has  
occurred please call our office  
at 203-263-3711. Thank you.

Generosity Enables Children to Come to 
Flanders Summer Camp! 
Through the generosity of individual donors and the SMPS Family foundation, 
children in need were able to have amazing summer experiences at Flanders.

For more information on how you can grant the child the gift of an unforgettable summer contact 

Jennifer Callery-Stokes, Director of Development at 203-263-3711 ext. 14 or via email at jennifer@

flandersnaturecenter.org

Board of Directors
Anne Westerman 
EX-OFFICIO OFFICER

Ingrid Manning
PRESIDENT 

Sharon Feeley
VICE PRESIDENT 

Jodi Wasserstein
SECRETARY 

William Anthony
TREASURER 

Michael Audette

Heidi Shea Ball

Katherine H. Campbell

John Kelly Jr.

Bob Kolesnik

Kevin Mitchael

Peter W. North

TJ Oneglia

Frank Sherer

Andrew Skipp

Larry J. Smotfroff

Deb Tietz

Virginia Hart
LIFE TRUSTEE
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