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This is Summer at Flanders!
CAMPS, ACADEMIES, ADVENTURE . . . FUN!
CHILDREN & YOUTH PROGRAMS : PAGE 2 | COMMUNITY EVENTS : PAGE 12 | ADULT & FAMILY PROGRAMS : PAGE 16 | FOREVER CONNECTED : PAGE 21

Flanders staff and 2019 campers outside the Trail House.

Summer Time!
A SENSE OF FREEDOM AND
YOUTHFUL EXHILARATION COMES
TO ME EACH YEAR AS THOSE FIRST
SUMMER EVENINGS APPEAR.

I think the longer days and warm breeze
calls me outside to explore! Having grownup in this part of Connecticut, I know the
secret paths that lead to some of the best
trails, most scenic vistas and babbling
brooks. I’m sure you know some of these
wonderful places—many of them right here on Flanders Preserves and
Sanctuaries. I feel so lucky to live in this part of the world.
This is Summer at Flanders—Camps, Academies, Adventure . . . . Fun!
I invite you to join us at one of our community events: Flanders
Festival is on May 16th, the 6th annual Field & Forest 5K is on June
5th, and our Farm to Flanders Benefit and Auction will be held on
August 23rd. We also have hikes for all ages (page 19), and many new
exciting adult and family programs like Madagascar; a Mysterious Island
with Amazing Wildlife (page 17) and more!
Join us in exploring the natural world!
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Children & Youth Programs

Flanders flock! Hatched in our own North Barn. Photo by Ana Jordan.

PROGRAMS FOR PRESCHOOLERS

Flanders Farm School
Flanders invites parents and their children up to five years old to join them for a series of fun
preschool programs being held on Friday and Saturday mornings once a month in May and June.
The mission of these preschool offerings is to engage and inspire them with a lifelong love and
appreciation of nature and the environment while having fun.
Preschoolers and their caretakers will love Flanders Farm
School where kids can be “a farmer for the day” visiting and
helping feed the animals at the Flanders’ North Barn. It is a
unique opportunity for all young children to experience and
learn about farm animals close up. Mom’s Groups, play dates
and day cares welcome. More details and preregistration is
available online or by calling 203-263-3711, x12.

May Farm School—Baby Animals
What bird is hatching from that egg? Is it
a duck, chicken or goose? Will we find any
babies in the meadow? Come explore at
the North Barn as we learn and discover
baby animals all around us. Caterpillar to
butterflies, lambs to sheep and kids to goats
are all part of life cycle discoveries.

DATES: Friday, May 29 and Saturday, May 30

Friday, June 12 and Saturday, June 13
TIME:

9:30 AM to 10:30 AM

PLACE: Flanders North Barn

644 Flanders Road in Woodbury
COST:

$7/members and $12/nonmembers
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June Farm School—Meet the sheep!
Sheep have roamed the Van Vleck farm for
years in the past. Come and learn about
our Shetland sheep and feel the beautiful,
soft wool we use for knitting and felting.
Participants will have a hands on experience
to use some wool for an art project to
take home. You will see a yarn-spinning
demonstration and learn how a shepherd
takes care of these incredible wooly wonders.

Summer Camp Programs
JUNE 15 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 1

In our popular summer camp series, children can explore nature, art, agriculture and ecology in
a fun, healthy and stimulating outdoor environment. From farming fun to outdoor explorations,
art adventures or creative cooking, Flanders’ summer camp offers more than 60 programs to keep
children ages 3 to 13 entertained.

GREAT SPACES, GREAT PROGRAMS—FOR ALL AGES!

Little Explorers

Farming Fun

Your young campers will be
amazed as they learn about all
the creatures that share our
world. Hands on activities
engage and entertain children as
they discover insects, birds, amphibians,
reptiles, fish and mammals. We build a
foundation of environmental awareness
that can last a lifetime.

There’s something marvelous
about time with the animals
at Flanders’ North Barn. Baby
goats, sheep, ponies and other
animals entertain children along with the
wonders of newborn life of our soft baby
bunnies and fluffy chicks. Hayrides, hikes,
stories, games, art and good old fashioned
fun are the best agricultural adventures!

NB

TH

AGES

3–5

Trail
House

LOCATION 

Amazing Art
Adventures!

AGES

5–9

SA

The
Studio

North
Barn

LOCATION 

Kids in the
Kitchen

S

Children will develop a sense of wonder
as they explore and create works of art
inspired by Flanders wildlife and habitats.
Observation and imagination combine
with hands-on discoveries while painting,
sketching or sculpting to express their own
individual artistic ideas as they connect to
nature.
AGES

5–9

Young Chefs will discover local farm products
and creative cooking while learning about
food, science and being healthy and strong!
Daily hikes to the farm and garden help
connect the “dish of the day” to the fresh
ingredients we use. Space is limited to 10
students. NO FOOD ALLERGIES PLEASE.
AGES

7–10

LOCATION V
 an

LOCATION 

Vleck
House

Summer Academies
for Science + Adventure

Flanders is excited to offer three science academies and one adventure
academy this summer. We invite your child to come to Flanders and be a
scientist, develop teamwork skills, and have lots of fun in the process.
Each science academy is designed around specific
Next Generation Science Standards, bringing to life what
was learned during the last school year, and giving a
foundation for the next. Our Adventure Academy is for those
who love exploring the woods and nature, this Academy will have
an exciting adventure each day with extreme survival scenarios.
They will work both independently and together as a team to overcome
challenges in the outdoors.
AGES

VV

6–8, 8–10 + 10–13

Outdoor
Adventures

Your child’s science books
come to life at Flanders’ Sugar House this
summer! Daily adventures are filled with
exciting discoveries about animal life cycles,
ecosystems, habitats and environmental
concerns. Our future earth stewards will
connect to nature as they develop awareness
of life on our ever-changing planet!
AGES

5–9

Sugar
House

LOCATION 

E.Y.L. H.I.K.E
Environmental Youth
Leadership participants will
capture, observe and release
live specimens to connect
beginning biology concepts and
life science discoveries to environmental
issues today. Lessons include forest
management, veterinary science,
natural resource conservation, survival
skills, orienteering, invasive species
management, art adventures and more.
Hands on activities, games and stories
promote understanding, appreciation
of and empathy for the earth. Our great
outdoors spaces and trails inspire and
prepare them for a life of environmental
responsibility and service.

VS

AGES

NEW

SH

10–13

LOCATION Van

Vleck
Sanctuary

THIS

YEAR

LOCATION V
 an

Vleck
Sanctuary

Register online at www.flandersnaturecenter.org/summercamp
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Children & Youth Programs
Programs by Week
TH

Trail House—
Little Explorers

NB

SH

Sugar House—
Outdoor
Adventures

S

Look for the icons to navigate by
location and program type:

North Barn—
Farming Fun

VV

Van Vleck House—
Kids In The Kitchen

Studio—Amazing
Art Adventures!

VS

Youth Leadership—
Earth Explorers Counselors in Training

SA

Summer Science
and Adventure
Academies

WEEK 1 : JUNE 15–19

Flanders Explorers TH
Discover art in nature, take a tractor ride to visit the animals at the
farm and find out what is living in the ponds and forests. Find tracks on
the trails and explore insects in the meadow for a week of adventure.
AGES 3–5

Flanders Investigations

SH

Search through the forest, fields and ponds to discover unique
creatures. Do they have 2 legs, 4 legs, 6 legs or 8? This start to summer
sure is great! AGES 5–9

WEEK 2 : JUNE 22–26

Mad & Amazing Science TH
Young scientists will be mixing, measuring and squeezing to create
weird and wacky science experiments. Watching reactions and
practicing laboratory skills are all part of being a scientist for a week!
AGES 3–5

Scavenger Hunt

NB

Get moving outside to hike and explore our 200-acre campus…
catching creatures in the pond and insects in the meadow. Follow
tracks in the woods and discover all the animals at the farm. Hayrides,
stories, art, crafts and games create an exciting outdoor adventure
every day! AGES 5–9

Nature’s Art Store S
First, we will make a recycled grocery bag and then explore Flanders
forest, fields and ponds to create works of art from collected materials.
Dig for clay, make paint from plants, create rock sculptures and collect
leaves for a collage. Nature gives us plenty of supplies! Create mixed
media masterpieces by adding ink and watercolors or acrylic paint
while discovering your own creative style. AGES 5–9
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VV

Get your mixing bowls and oven mitts ready for some curious culinary
creations! Science takes center stage while baking, boiling or broiling
as you discover the connections between cooking and chemistry. Your
actions will cause a taste bud reaction . . . delicious-iolgy! AGES 7–10

SH

Who lives in the woods . . . the pond . . .
the field? Search for and uncover the
secret world of wildlife! Every hike we
will search for and learn amazing facts
about mammals, reptiles, birds, insects
and amphibians! Get ready for daily challenges, stories, games and
exciting adventures! AGES 5–9

Flanders Fun

Science Stew

Flanders Science Academy:
Wetland Ecosystems SA
NEW FULL DAY, 2-WEEK ACADEMY
Students will experience the local environment
as a system made of 4 different components:
water, air, earth & life. Students will focus on
Flanders’ multiple wetland ecosystems,
conducting scientific investigations on
water quality, water flow, how wetlands act
as pollution filters, and on energy flow through
wetland food webs. They will take the results of
their investigations and develop their own creative
displays for a final presentation. (This program runs from
June 22–July 3.) AGES 10–13

NEW
THIS
Y EAR

Living Forest Adventure

VS

Tree-mendous exploring invites participants to understand the
diversity of life in the forest. Capture and release creatures for close
up observations, enjoy daily challenges, scavenger hunts and games all
designed to understand the complex dynamics of a forest ecosystem
from the smallest insect to the oldest tree. AGES 10–13

WEEK 3 : JUNE 29–JULY 3

Farming 101

NB

Discover all the amazing farm animals at Flanders. What do goats
really eat? Hike with the goats on the trails to find out. How many baby
bunnies can a rabbit have? Learn facts and fiction as you hold them to
feel their soft fur. Help feed the animals, brush the ponies, round up the
ducks and catch that rascal rooster. AGES 5–9

Animal Art S
Animals are everywhere at Flanders to draw and paint in creative
ways. Learn drawing skills and painting techniques to create realistic
details of feathers, fur and scales. Make a paint brush from animal
fur and try animal footprint art. Catch and release creatures for daily
observations of close up details that inspire amazing works of art!
AGES 5–9

Summer Celebration TH
I spy with my eagle eye something red, white and blue! Was it a blue
bird, red spotted newt or flowers in the meadow? Our patriotic
preschoolers will march through our trails making discoveries, nature
decorations and end our week with a lemonade stand on Friday to
celebrate! AGES 3–5

Wizard Science

Organic Gourmet

VV

From the earth to your plate, enjoy the fresh organic harvest to create
delicious, nutritious meals and snacks. Learn the challenges of growing
organic vegetables or raising free range chickens while learning how
farming practices impact our bodies, our communities and our world!
AGES 7–10

Wet Feet Wanderings

SH

Science or Magic? You don’t have to go to Hogwarts to advance your
wizard skills. Spend a week in an enchanting forest brimming with
beasts and mysteries. Muggles call it botany or biology but wizards
know the power in plants for healing and advanced potions or toxic
secretions creatures contain. Make wizard wands, learn gemstone
healing, go on an owl prowl and discover your true inner power. If you
believe! AGES 5–9

VS

Marsh, pond and brook create watery worlds filled with discoveries.
Grab a net and bucket to capture and release aquatic insects,
amphibians, reptiles and fish to examine and understand adaptations
to life in the water. Cattail and duck foot art, native stories and games
create a splashing good time. AGES 10–13

WEEK 4 : JULY 6–10

Amazing Animals TH

Dessertivore!

How does a reptile’s skin feel? What about frog skin? Our week is filled
with amazing discoveries all about animals that live in the forest, pond,
farm and meadow. AGES 3–5

Mix, measure and prepare
ingredients to create cakes,
pastry, puddings and cookie
masterpieces. Whip up
frostings to top off the day
or get creative decorating
as a baker extraordinaire!
That upside down cake will
make your smile right side up!
AGES 7–10

Wonders In The Pond

SH

We have a big net, magnifying containers and a bucket ready to
capture creatures hidden in the water at the pond for an aqua-amazing
adventure! Is that a green frog or leopard frog, painted or snapping
turtle, insect or spider? Bring your water shoes for a splashing good
time filled with wonderful wetland wildlife discoveries every day!
AGES 5–9

Animal Discoveries!

NB

Mammals, birds, amphibians, reptiles and insects are all part of a week
filled with amazing animal discoveries! What new babies are born in
the barn? What is hatching from an egg in the pond, fields or forest?
You will be amazed at the abundance of life at Flanders. AGES 5–9

Enchanting Art S
Let your imagination sparkle in the magical world of fairies, unicorns,
wizards and trolls. Collect natural materials to build your own
enchanting house with clay, sticks and stones. Hike the trails creating
whimsical wizard wands, treasure rocks and mystical beast creations!
AGES 5–9

Register online at www.flandersnaturecenter.org/summercamp

Game Time!

VV

VS

Our hikes to diverse habitats
will include daily challenges
with fun in mind! Can you
capture a red spotted newt,
stink bug or click beetle? Knot
tying, forest building and
survival games will challenge
young minds while connecting
to nature and enjoying the
great outdoors! AGES 10–13
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Children & Youth Programs
WEEK 5 : JULY 13–17

Farming Adventure TH
We’ll learn about chicks and chickens and have an egg-cellent time!
Exploring the farm to learn about farm animals including pigs, ducks,
goats, horses and sheep. Take a tractor ride, play farming games, plant
seeds and have a farm-tastic week! AGES 3–5

Animal Adventure

SH

Did you know there are seven different kinds of frogs at Flanders?
Do you know how many hawks and owls live here? What about how
many mammals? Be prepared to learn about carnivores, herbivores, or
omnivores that live outside, in the great outdoors on hikes, creature
catching expeditions and wetland wanderings! AGES 5–9

Horsing Around

NB

Gallop over to meet the miniature horses for an entertaining equine
experience. Learn what to feed horses, breeds from around the world,
brush them and discover this amazing animal. Paint a lucky horse shoe,
make horsehair art and learn horse history to be immersed in the
wonderful world of horses and ponies. (Not a riding class) AGES 5–9

Wetlands, Wildlife And Art S
We need a net and bucket to catch a fish, frogs, salamanders, turtles
and crayfish for close up observations to connect biology and art.
What other creatures live in the pond to inspire works of art? Add
imagination to make your own futuristic species. Explore the pond,
brook and marsh to create colorful paintings, sculptures and drawings
that are aqua-amazing! AGES 5–9

Epicure Adventure!

VV

Let your taste buds travel around the world as you mix, measure,
knead and toss together ingredients to discover delicious, nutritious
dishes that you can make from across the globe. Be prepared to
impress your family and friends with your worldwide culinary skills!
AGES 7–10

Flanders Adventure Academy

SA

NEW FULL DAY, 1-WEEK ACADEMY
Academy participants will learn the essential survival
techniques of building shelters, making fires,
using a map and compass, safely using a knife,
and finding food and water. They will be
introduced to the basics of archery,
survival fishing, cooking over a fire and
other primitive crafts. Participants develop
confidence, resilience, and independence in the
outdoors while learning potentially life-saving skills
and solving fun challenges. AGES 8–10

Farm Animals 101

NEW
THIS
Y EAR

VS

Spend a week with hands-on learning of how to manage farm animals.
Trim hooves, halter and groom the horses, feed the pig, sheep and
goats. Build rabbit cages, fix fences and partake in some veterinary
care to understand the challenges and responsibilities of animal care.
AGES 10–13

WEEK 6 : JULY 20–24

Wonders in the Water TH

VAN-GOAT! S

What reptiles and amphibians will we discover living in Flanders
marsh, ponds and streams? Grab a bucket and net as we catch frogs,
crayfish, red spotted newts, fish and look for other amazing aquatic
creatures! AGES 3–5

What if Van Gogh went to the farm? The goats are ready to entertain
you as you try to capture their silly character on canvas. The farm
animals will inspire your next work of art as you learn art history with
animal science while exploring Vincent Van Gogh’s style to create your
own version of his masterpieces. Kidding around is encouraged to
connect art and fun! AGES 5–9

Dig Into Dinosaurs

SH

Dig into facts about large and small, meat eating and plant eating
dinosaurs. Discover the world of fossils, volcanoes and geology! Start
a rock collection, learn about the rock cycle and have an exciting earth
expedition. Tyrannosaurus, Stegosaurus, Brontosaurus . . . oh my!
AGES 5–9

Agri-Venture

NB

Get mooo-ving to add agriculture to adventure for a week of being a
farmer. Round up the sheep and goats, capture all the chickens and
help feed the pigs slop. Learn farming tools through time in our tool
museum to discover all the challenges and rewards of a growing crops
and raising livestock to be outstanding in your field. AGES 5–9
Summer Catalog 2020 | page 6

Cupcakes and Edible Art

VV

A Flanders favorite creating delicious cupcakes and desserts that
tastes better than ever! Decorate with your own artistic flare and
watch them disappear…a culinary magic show! AGES 7–10

Dig In

VS

Discover unique survival habits hidden under rocks, in the soil and
in underground tunnels. Grab a rock hammer to dig into the world
of geology, rocks and minerals. Make plaster casts, test soil samples,
make fossils prints, learn worm farming and collect burrowing bugs to
help build an understanding of life below the surface. AGES 10–13

Flanders Science Academy:
Landforms and Maps SA
NEW FULL DAY, 1-WEEK ACADEMY
Students investigate the types of landforms and
bodies of water on the Flanders campus, and
demonstrate their shapes and connections
by creating a map. Using a compass,
binoculars, paper and pencil, their own
observations, imaginations, and teamwork,
they develop a hands-on appreciation of the land
and water around them. Using the creative maps,
they have developed, students introduce the new land
they have charted in a final presentation. AGES 8–10

NEW
THIS
Y EAR

WEEK 7 : JULY 27–31

Mystery Week TH

Clay Creations S

Our young detectives will follow daily clues along the trails to discover
what is missing from the barn, Studio, Botany Pond, Secret Stairs and
more! Bring your sense of adventure for scavenger hunts and games
to solve mysteries in nature! AGES 3–5

It looks like mud . . . but it is so much more! Dig deep in the soil to find
clay and practice pinching, throwing and coiling to develop a variety of
techniques to be a sculptor and potter! Mix sticks, stones and sand for
experimental rock cycle creations. Dress for a mess and get ready to
impress! AGES 5–9

Wonders In The Forest

SH

Get ready to hike to learn the role trees play in providing habitat
and clean water. Discover a hidden world of animals living in the
leaves and the roots. Catch incredible creatures while you look under
decomposing logs, follow tracks to discover wildlife, be bear aware
and discover amazing facts about how people are dependent on
forests worldwide. AGES 5–9

Farm Detectives

NB

Search for hidden clues to find what predator left tracks near the hen
house. Discover who dug a hole under the fence to hunt the sheep
at night. Children will learn the challenges of keeping livestock safe,
about predator prey relationships and enjoy challenges to solve
barnyard mysteries. AGES 5–9

Backpacking Snacks

VV

Get your feet moving with energy packed snacks. Measure, mix or
blend to create some delicious healthy choices with super charged
ingredients that keep you going while you hike all the trails at
Flanders! AGES 7–10

Survival Skills

VS

Hike into the forest to learn how to survive in the wild. Build a shelter
near water, try knot tying, fishing, and tracking to learn how to thrive
in the woods. Making tools, forest foraging and other outdoor survival
skills will complete a week in your new forest home. AGES 10–13

WEEK 8 : AUGUST 3–7

Recycled Art TH

Earth Art S

Imagination and creativity flourish as our youngest artists discover
that art is all around us! By using different media, we will make
wonderful and unique masterpieces with our own creative styles.
Make sure to dress for a mess! AGES 3–5

The trails and landscape are the canvas to create art on the move.
Hike to the forest, meadow or pond creating sculptures with natural
material along the way for all to enjoy. Nature inspires us to create
our own unique paper for an art journal to sketch in with homemade
charcoal and paint in with earth-made paint. AGES 5–9

SPLASH!

SH

We may get wet and muddy enjoying a week of discovering life in the
water! Bring your water shoes to visit the stream to catch crayfish,
spy on birds at the marsh and catch frogs and turtles in the pond as
we learn about adaptations in extraordinary wetlands! Salamanders,
beavers, fish, and insects are all part of an amazing aquatic adventure.
AGES 5–9

Baby Animals

NB

What cute little babies were born in the barn? Enjoy learning about
baby animals . . . chicks, piglets, lambs, kids and bunnies. Let’s hike to
the forest, meadow and ponds to discover newborn animals in nature.
AGES 5–9

Register online at www.flandersnaturecenter.org/summercamp

Chef You!

VV

Enjoy a fun filled week of creating delicious dishes to eat for breakfast,
lunch, dinner and dessert! Bring your own personality and style into
your kitchen creations as you enjoy learning lifelong culinary skills.
AGES 7–10

Mighty Microscopic

VS

Enjoy big adventures looking into a small, small world to investigate
some of the often unseen and overlooked creatures found at Flanders.
Wetland, meadow, forest and farm are filled with amazing miniatures
only seen under microscopes. Insects, spiders, and other invertebrates
offer an amazing week of huge discoveries. AGES 10–13
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Children & Youth Programs
WEEK 9 : AUGUST 10–14

Dino-mite Week TH
STOMP, STOMP! Dinosaurs were here on earth long before us. Future
paleontologists will make fossils and learn about dinosaur eggs and
bones. Dig into discoveries all about dinosaurs from the meat eaters to
the plant eaters! AGES 3–5

Survival Kids

SH

From building a fire and shelter, to obtaining clean water, children
engage in hands-on wilderness survival concepts that give them
self-confidence and knowledge to use in future decision-making. In
a forest setting they can learn which plants give us food and how to
follow tracks to find wildlife. Try knot tying, compass reading and safe
campfire cooking…can you survive? AGES 5–9

Go Goats!

NB

Here we go again . . . back by popular demand! Get your goat ready for
hiking while we explore Flanders trails. Will goats eat poison ivy or tin
cans? Learn about goats true eating habits, try milking a goat, play goat
games and create van-goat art. Goat Olympics? Why not…Kidding
around is definitely allowed! AGES 5–9

That’s soooo GROSS!

VV

Flanders famous fun filled week of mixing, squeezing, slicing, smashing,
chopping and creative chaos in the kitchen making desserts and dishes
that taste way better than they look. Be prepared to create food that
looks AWFUL…but tastes great! AGES 7–10

Picasso Painting Pigs? S

Earth Art

What if Picasso painted pigs? We will go to the barnyard for a
combination of art history, animal science and crazy, creative fun while
painting your own version of Pablo Picasso’s masterpieces…pig style! We
will paint pig snout portraiture, pigs with dancing feet and pigs in a hat.
Who knew learning about art could be so ridiculously fun! AGES 5–9

Venture to the forest, field and trails to create earth art. Leave your
own stone sculptures, stick people and leaf mosaics as you explore
using only natural materials. Enjoy daily creative challenges and art
adventures following the footsteps of famous artists that use land as
the canvas. Dig for clay to sculpt, paint rocks and enhance the trails
with your inspired art creations. AGES 10–13

VS

WEEK 10 : AUGUST 17–21

Baby Animal Fun TH

Trash-terpiece! S

Who’s hatching from that egg? Did we find it in the farm, pond or
meadow? Come explore Flanders as we learn and discover baby
animals all around us. Tadpoles to frogs, caterpillar to butterflies,
lambs to sheep and kids to goats are all part of life cycle discoveries.
AGES 3–5

Reduce-Reuse-Recycle…Let’s get creative with trash! Add pure
imagination with innovation and a whole lot of tape, glue, string and/
or staples. Try newspaper sculptures, crazy cardboard creations,
and plastic bottle art or make your own anything! All part of artistic
expression, creativity and tons of fun AGES 5–9

Incredible Creature Catch

SH

Are there six legs or eight? You will be amazed at how many interesting
creatures are living the forest, meadow or in the water. Capture (and
then release) specimens to learn facts about some often-overlooked
creatures on your real scientific investigation! Collect data to create
a miniature nature zoo for parents and friends to be amazed by your
discoveries! AGES 5–9

Farming Fun

NB

Enjoy learning about farm
animals. Be the farmer for
a week learning to feed and
care for chickens, rabbits,
goats, sheep and horses. Get
moo-ving with a week filled of
hiking, stories, hayrides and
fun! AGES 5–9
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Flanders Science Academy:
Animal Structures And
Adaptations SA
NEW FULL DAY, 1-WEEK ACADEMY
Students investigate domestic and wild animals,
the survival needs they share, and how those
needs are met in different ways. They
examine the external parts of different
animals, and discover that each part has a
function that helps in survival. In a final project,
students act as engineers, and identify a problem
to solve using biomimicry of an animal or animal part.
Using available materials, they build a model of their
new invention. AGES 6–8

NEW
THIS
Y EAR

My Best-urant Restaurant

VV

Create the menu, set the table and get ready to experience opening
day at your own 5 star restaurant. Mix together farm fresh ingredients
and invite a guest to enjoy a full course dinner that you prepare. Soup,
bread, main dish and dessert complete your week as an entrepreneur.
AGES 7–10

Monster Maker

VS

Let your imagination go wild to create your own monster to add to
Flanders Haunted Hike in the fall. Is it part insect/ reptile/ human?
Does it live in the pond, treetops or underground? Discover some
frightful facts about real animals to adapt to your own creepy creature
. . . if you dare! AGES 10–13

WEEK 11 : AUGUST 24–28

Go Fish!

NB

Let’s go fishing for fresh water fish! Grab a fishing pole, bait and a
BIG pail to learn how to fish. What will we catch? Catfish, perch, bass,
pickerel and maybe the “Granddaddy Giant Whopper” that lives in the
pond! “Something Fishy” stories and legends, art and games create a
most memorable week! LIMIT: 10 STUDENTS PER CLASS AGES 5–9

Drip, Drop, Splish, Splash! S
Gravity, art and the water cycle combine for a week of exploring
Jackson Pollock’s art with a splash of science. Precipitation Art…why
not? Splash, drizzle and drip to experiment with creating abstract
paintings, bubble art or dilute bold, bright colors with water on
absorbent handmade paper. What a wonderful, watery world of art!
AGES 5–9

Happy Hiking TH

Crazy Kitchen Creations

Get your feet ready to discover amazing animals that live at Flanders.
Fields, farm, forest and pond are all part of our exploring. Did we find
tadpoles, butterflies, bird nests or baby animals at the farm? Busy feet
on our trails lead to amazing discoveries! AGES 3–5

Mix madness with masterpieces and measure a heaping scoop of fun
with food! How high can you build a marshmallow tower? How high
does yeast make dough rise? Culinary creativity and chaos are all part
of discoveries in the kitchen. AGES 7–10

Build It

Backpacking Footsteps

SH

Beavers are building dams and lodges, birds build nests and bees
build hives. What can we build to help animals? Spend a week as a
contractor measuring lumber, sawing boards, hammering and nailing
to advance your carpentry skills. Build a birdhouse, search the forest
for animal homes and make your own wood scrap creations. Wood is
good! AGES 5–9

VV

VS

Get moving outside, take the first step to hike every trail at Flanders
and begin learning the vast offerings of outdoor adventures and
discoveries available to us locally. How many steps can you walk each
day, each week, each year? Learn backpacking safety tips, how to be
bear aware, how to tell apart poisonous or medicinal plants and the
health benefits to start exploring our amazing world. AGES 10–13

WEEK 12 : AUGUST 31–SEPTEMBER 1*
*NO CLASS WEDNESDAY–FRIDAY, WEEK WILL BE PRO-RATED

Puppy Days of Summer TH

Last Call For Adventure!

There is still time for outdoor fun before kids head back to school.
Join us for a day or two of exploring! We’ll go to the farm, pond, forest
and fields . . . even take a tractor ride as part of an awesome summer!
AGES 3–5

There is still time to explore the great outdoors before school starts!
Plan on hiking, capturing creatures at the pond, playing games and
having fun! Sign up for one day or both all filled with adventure!
AGES 5–9

Register online at www.flandersnaturecenter.org/summercamp

NB
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Children & Youth Programs
Half and Full Day Programs

HALF DAY:
ALL-DAY:

9am–1pm or 1–5pm
9am–5pm

Is it hard to adjust your hours to accommodate your child’s summer programs? Flanders offers
extended hours so that your child can enjoy an entire fun-filled day here!

Rooster Roll Call
E A R LY C A R E

Fun Finale

AG E S

AGE S

A F TER N O O N C A R E

AGES

5+

5 to 6 PM

3+

LO CAT I O N

LO CATIO N

LOCAT ION

Trail House

North Barn

Child(ren) must participate
in a afternoon summer series
session to attend.

7 to 9 AM 3 to 5
Child(ren) must participate
in a morning summer
series session to attend.

The Studio

Summer Camp Registration & Pricing
When registering, chose whether you want the AM or PM session and whether you require before or
after care. We require registration and health forms to be completed for each child. These forms can be
downloaded from our website at flandersnaturecenter.org. You can register online, by mail, or by phone
203.263.3711. Call the office for available scholarship and payment plans.

Discounts Available

Required Forms

— MEMBER DISCOUNT: Member families receive a
discount on our program fees. To take advantage of
the savings, you must hold, establish or renew a family
membership ($65) before or during registration.
Members enjoy discounts and special events all year.

YOU MUST SUBMIT THE FOLLOWING BEFORE CAMP:

— EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT: register by May 31
— ALL-DAY DISCOUNT: Flanders is offering a discounted
all day rate for your child. Receive $30 off per week
per child when you sign up for a full day of fun!

Pricing

1) Our registration form
2) A
 n Early Childhood Health Assessment Record, A Health
Assessment Record or the Flanders Camp Health Exam/Record
3) F
 landers does not administer any medication. Your child must be
able to self-administer any medication and you must submit the
ct.gov form (found on our site) permitting your child to do so.
REGISTRATION AND FORMS CAN BE FOUND AT

flandersnaturecenter.org/summercamp

REGISTER BEFORE MAY 31

REGISTER AFTER JUNE 1

Flanders Members per week

$155 AM or PM | $280 All-Day

$165 AM or PM | $300 All-Day

Non-Members per week

$185 AM or PM | $340 All-Day

$195 AM or PM | $360 All-Day

Before Care (7–9 AM)

$8/hour

$8/hour

After Care (5–6 PM)

$8/hour

$8/hour

ACADEMY PRICING

REGISTER BEFORE MAY 31

REGISTER AFTER JUNE 1

Flanders Members: 1 week | 2 weeks

$330 | $650

$360 | $710

Non-Members: 1 week | 2 weeks

$395 | $780

$425 | $840
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YEAR ROUND PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN

Check Out All That We Have to Offer
We offer a variety of environmental education programs and
immersive field trips. Our main campus, the Van Vleck Sanctuary,
includes a historic barn with a variety of live farm animals, a maple
sugar house, and an outdoor classroom. Our grounds provide a
perfect spot for exploring the outdoors and for hands-on learning,
with 200 acres of forests, ponds, farm fields, meadows, wetlands,
and streams—all of which support a diversity of wildlife.

For more detailed
information on any of
the opportunities below,
please contact us!
Call the Flanders office
at 203.263.3711, x12 or
email Amber McDonald at
amber@flandersnaturecenter.org

Birthday Parties at Flanders!
We offer birthday parties on Saturdays or Sundays year round! Affordable and fun
there are a variety of nature themed parties to choose from including animals and art
to fairy fun. Hiking, games and stories, live animals and even tractor rides can all be
made a part of the celebration! Call us! We would love to brainstorm what will make
for an unforgettable party for your birthday child!

Scout Programs
» We can help your Boy and Girl Scouts earn badges and complete community
service projects! Programs can be tailored to the needs of individual troops.
» Eagle Scout and Gold and Silver Award projects have been done at Flanders.
Email Program Coordinator, Ana Jordan, at ana@flandersnaturecenter.org for a list of
ideas which we feel would benefit Flanders—or with an idea of your own!

Supervised Agricultural Experience
Do you know (or are you) an agricultural education student searching for placement
in an organization to complete your Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE)? Look
no further, Flanders is the perfect place to obtain those SAE hours! We welcome
students from the local area agricultural education programs to our Van Vleck Farm
and Nature Sanctuary. Our North Barn, under the guidance of our Farm Manager,
offers an excellent opportunity to learn and apply knowledge about the care of
livestock. Our sanctuary with its forest, fields, trails and ponds is a superb location to
further your understanding and utilize your skills in environmental systems!

“We Come To You” Workshops
THE WONDERS OF NATURE AT YOUR SITE
Our talented naturalists and educators can travel to your school, group or program
location to provide educational and engaging nature programs.
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Community Events

SAT
MAY

16

11:00AM

Flanders Festival:
A Celebration of Art,
Farming & Nature
DATE
Saturday, May 16th
(rain date: Sunday, May 17th)
TIME
11:00 AM to 4:00 PM
PLACE
Van Vleck Farm & Nature Sanctuary
COST
$7/per person
children 2 and under free

2019 Flanders Festival photos taken by M3Mediapro.
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6th Annual Field
& Forest 5K
Don’t miss this event! This is more
than your average Trail Run!

FRI
JUN

05
6:00PM

Photos from 2019 Flanders Field & Forest 5K taken by Nate Bennett.

The Flanders Field & Forest 5K is an all-age
walk/run through the woods and fields of
Flanders, officially timed by Fast Track Timing.
Enjoy the picturesque nature sanctuary and a post-race
celebration with local food trucks, craft beer, and live
entertainment with the rock band, Root Six.
Register by MAY 3RD to guarantee a FREE race shirt.
Also, included in registration are 2 food items and a
complimentary craft beer (for those over 21).

DATE:
Friday, June 5th @ 6:00 PM
LOCATION:
The Van Vleck Farm & Nature
Sanctuary: 5 Church Hill Rd,
Woodbury, CT
REGISTER: Online at
flandersnaturecenter.org/5K/
or call 203-263-3711 x 12

COST:
REGISTRANTS
OVER 12 YEARS OLD
$35 through May 22
$40 May 23–June 4
$45 Race Day
REGISTRANTS
12 YEARS OLD AND UNDER
$30 through June 4
$35 Race Day

Sponsorship Opportunities Available | All proceeds from the Field & Forest 5K benefit Flanders Nature Center & Land Trust.
www.flandersnaturecenter.org | page 13

Community Events

SUN
AUG

23
5:00PM

Guests enjoying the 2019 Benefit & Auction on the picturesque Van Vleck Farm & Sanctuary. Photos by Ana Jordan

Farm to Flanders
Benefit & Auction
A SPECIAL EVENING ON THE FARM

Join Us For an Unique Dining Experience
and an Amazing Auction
This important annual fundraiser will bring together a devoted crowd of
Flanders advocates for a fun send-off to summer with cocktails and delicious
food sourced from local farms and prepared by our famous local chefs.
The Van Vleck Farm & Nature Sanctuary promises scenic views, gardens in
bloom, farm animals in the pasture and dancing to live music under the stars.
We hope to see you there!

DATE: August 23rd
TIME:

5:00 PM

PLACE: Van Vleck Farm & Nature
Sanctuary
COST: $75/person
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STAY INFORMED:
https://flandersnaturecenter.org/
farmtoflanders
SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
AVAILABLE
Please contact Jennifer Callery at
203-263-3711 x14 or at jennifer@
flandersnaturecenter.org

Photography Club 2020
Want to join the Flanders Photography Club?

EVERY

3

RD

Our focus is outdoor nature photography “to foster
understanding and appreciation of nature, art and the
wonders of the natural world . . .” The Club’s purpose is
WEDNESDAY
to promote the development of photographic skills and
the art of photography. Meetings will include instruction
5:30 PM
on the basics of outdoor photography, camera operation,
features, techniques and tips as well as presentations,
forums, and guest speakers. Plus there will be outdoor exercises and
projects, such as macro, wildlife and bird photography.

@

DATE:

Every third Wednesday of the month

TIME:

5:30 PM

PLACE: The Studio
Silver Bordered Fritillary butterfly taken on Van Vleck Campus by Dr. Ed Boisits.

COST:

$20/member and $40/non-member per year

Flanders Trail Blazers 4-H Club
Do you have a child age 5–18 that loves animals and
being outdoors? Then joining the Flanders 4-H Club
is the perfect fit!
UCONN 4-H is a youth organization
whose mission is engaging youth to reach
their fullest potential with a motto “To
Make the Best Better.” Members will
learn all about caring for a variety of
farm animals, beekeeping, responsible
WEDNESDAY
land care, gardening and forestry. Also,
as a club member you will have the
7:00 PM
opportunity to attend educational
meetings, go on field trips or show off
your new skills at a 4-H Fair. In the process, you will make
new friends, solve problems and make a difference in your
neighborhood or even in the world!

EVERY

2

ND

@

The Van Vleck 200-acre campus with our North Barn animals
presents perfect opportunities to learn the responsibilities of
raising livestock and many land management challenges.
For more information, please contact the Flanders office at
203-263-3711 x12.
DATE: 	Every 2nd Wednesday of the
month, starting May 13
TIME:

7:00 PM

PLACE: The North Barn
COST:

Complimentary

Flanders Farm Tea
To celebrate Flanders first beginnings as a
working farm, the Flanders Art Committee
will host its Fourth Annual 1920s-themed
Farm Tea in the original Flanders farmhouse.

SUN
MAY

03

The Farm Tea will feature a selection of teas as well
4:00 PM
as jams, homemade cakes, scones, sandwiches and
cookies. A highlight will be a raffle for a basket filled
with locally sourced items. The Farm Tea will include a short talk by Jim
Frey, owner of Walker Road Vineyards in Woodbury and a member of
Flanders Art Committee. He will give a brief history of his winery. The
talk will be held in the Natalie Van Vleck Studio, which is situated a few
steps away from the farmhouse. Natalie’s artwork will be on display in her
Studio. Proceeds from the Tea will support preservation and the furthering
of Natalie Van Vleck’s artistic legacy. Please reserve early since space is
limited!
DATE:

Sunday, May 3

TIME:

4:00 PM

PLACE: Van Vleck House & Studio
COST:

$25/ person (raffle ticket included in ticket price)
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Adult & Family Programs

Butterfly Garden at the Sugar House maintained by our friends at the Pomperaug Valley Garden Club. Photo by Ana Jordan

WOODWARD OUTDOOR SCIENCE & LEARNING INITIATIVE

Spring–Summer Programs
Botany Trail Wildflower Walks

Intro to Woodbury’s Trails

Celebrate spring and come partake in a wildflower walk on our Botany
Trail led by a member of the Pomperaug Valley Garden Club. The
award-winning trail began in 1965 when wildflowers rescued from the
proposed path of I-84 and other development projects found a haven at
Flanders. Dress for walking in the woods. Note: rain will cancel the hike.

In partnership with Woodbury’s Parks and Recreation Department,
come hear an overview of both the Town and Flanders trails. Learn
all about the many recreational and scenic trails that are offered right
here in Woodbury!
DATE:

Tuesday, June 16

DATES:

Sundays, May 3 & 10

TIME:

7:00 PM

TIME:

2:00 PM

PLACE: 	The Woodbury Public Library — Gallery Room

PLACE: 	The Sugar House
COST: 	Complimentary

Photographing Birds—A How To
Interested in birding and photography? Join Flanders Photography
Club Chair, Michael Audette, for a comprehensive program covering
all aspects of photographing birds; camera and equipment, camera
settings, techniques for capturing birds in flight or bird portraits as
well as different types of birds and their challenges.
DATE:

Friday, May 22

TIME:

6:30 PM

PLACE: 	The Studio
COST: 	$10/members and $15/non-members

Overcoming Adversity On The Trail
Thru-hiking is more than walking millions of steps along a footpath, it is
a transformative experience. No matter the trail or gear, one of the most
important tools for any successful long distance hike is carried by all of
us. Our mind. Join Reach Your Summit owner and guide, Mat Jobin, as he
shares his experiences from the trail, the challenges along the way and
how we can apply overcoming these adversities to events off of the trail.
DATE:

Tuesday, June 2

TIME:

6:00 PM

PLACE:

The Studio

COST:

$10/members and $15/non-members

Summer Catalog 2020 | page 16

COST: 	Complimentary

The Birds of Flanders: Identify the Birds
Who Call Flanders Home
Do you struggle to identify birds? Well, you don’t have to anymore.
Join Kristi Dranginis for a two-hour interactive course and bird walk
to learn the Seven Questions to Bird identification. These questions
are all you’ll ever need to identify any bird, anywhere. We’ll spend
some time becoming familiar with the questions and then head out
around the beautiful Van Vleck property to put what you just learned
to practice.

Behaving Birdly—A Photographic
Study of Birds, Acting Like Birds
Enjoy looking at birds? Join Flanders Photography Club Chair, Michael
Audette, for a photographic study of birds, at times comical and at
other times educational. This collection is an attempt to show birds in
ways we don’t often see—behaving, or acting like birds. The photos are
sometimes funny and sometimes simply depict the bird in a manner in
which they demonstrate their most common behavioral trait.
DATES:

Friday, June 19

TIME:

6:30 PM

PLACE:

The Studio

COST:

$10/members and $15/non-members

DATE:

Saturday, June 27

TIME:

9:00 AM

PLACE:

The Studio

COST:

$10/members and $15/non-members

Bat Chat with
Gerri Griswold
Bats have occupied our planet
for fifty million years. However,
we have only seriously studied
them over the last seven
decades! Through a brief
presentation, a Q&A and the
help of a live Big Brown Bat, we’ll
explore biology, ecology, sonar,
and cultural highs and lows of
these extraordinary creatures. After our “Bat Chat” we’ll head outside
(weather permitting) with a sonar detector and eavesdrop on our
friends while they are having their breakfast!
DATE:

Friday, July 17

TIME:

7:30 PM

PLACE:

The Sugar House

COST:

$10/members and $15/non-members

MADAGASCAR—Mysterious Island
with Amazing Wildlife

Marvelous Edible Plants and
Mushrooms of Summer
Join The 3 Foragers as they teach the edible plants and fungi of
summer with their original photos and recipe ideas featured in an
educational slideshow, and finish with a walk outside to put some
of those newly learned skills to the test. Learn how to identify,
sustainably harvest, and prepare the wild foods of summer, from beach
plums to invasive wine berries, including some of the choice summer
fungi like chanterelles and the myriad of pored boletes.
DATE:

Saturday, June 20

TIME:

10:00 AM

PLACE:

The Sugar House

COST:

$10/members and $15/non-members

Register online at www.flandersnaturecenter.org/current-calendar/

Angela Dimmitt, expert
birder and President of
the Western CT Bird
Club, will explore this
fascinating island with
attendees. Madagascar is
an ecological wonder with
over 90% of its wildlife—
birds, animals, insects,
reptiles, plants—found
nowhere else on Earth! The
people too are interesting,
their origins possibly from
Indonesia even though
the island is off the east
coast of Africa, and their
language, Malagasy, is not
like any other.
DATE:

Friday, July 24

TIME:

6:30 PM

PLACE:

The Studio

COST:

$10/members and $15/non-members
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Adult & Family Programs
Needle Felting Classes
Join Rachel Gerowe of Redbarn Originals for needle felting nights at Flanders! Needle
felting is an easy-to-learn craft that involves using a barbed needle to sculpt wool.
Participants can attend for $10 and choose to either bring their own project to be
given guidance and support or purchase a kit for an additional fee. Assorted kits will
be available, ranging in price from $10–$35. Space is limited for these classes and
participants must register in advance!
DATES:

Thursday, May 28: Hen or Rooster Kit
Thursday, June 18: Giraffe Kit
Thursday, July 23: Alligator Kit
Thursday, August 27: Cat Kit		

TIME:

7:00 PM

PLACE:

The Studio

COST:

$10/class plus (optional) cost of kit

Goat Yoga
Come out and connect with nature and furry baby Nigerian dwarf goats at Goat Yoga
classes being held at Flanders’ Van Vleck Farm and Sanctuary. Experienced yoga
instructors will be leading guests in this one-hour gentle class suitable for all levels, from
beginners to advanced yogis & yoginis! Adorable goats will be frolicking & cuddling with
you as you flow through the class on the picturesque farm. Participants should keep in
mind that they’ll be outside, practicing with live animals—and some degree of messiness (and a
LOT of silliness) may be involved so they should dress accordingly, wearing comfortable clothes.
Bring along a yoga mat or towel.
DATES:

Sundays, May 31, June 7 & 21, July 12 & 26, August 2 & 16

TIME:

10:00 AM

PLACE:

The North Barn

COST: 	$20/members and $25/non-members for adults &
$10/ages 15 and under

Art Excursion to the Florence Griswold Museum
Join the Flanders Art Committee for a docent-guided tour of the exhibit Fresh Fields:
American Impressionist Landscapes from the Florence Griswold Museum which celebrates
beloved landscapes created by Impressionist artists who visited Old Lyme. Also included
is a tour of the Griswold Boardinghouse for artists, circa 1910. There will be time after
the tour to wander the museum on your own, visit the gift shop, and view the gardens
and surrounding river views. Lunch on your own at Café Flo on the museum grounds.
DATE:

Tuesday, June 16

TIME:

10:00 AM

PLACE:

Florence Griswold Museum, 96 Lyme St., Old Lyme, CT

COST:

$13 — Registration is required

Short Is the New Long: Thru-Hiking New
England’s Shorter Long Distance Footpaths
Thru-hiking is an incredible experience that everyone should try. There are many
hidden gems and lesser known trails all around New England for all to explore. Enjoy
stories, photos, learn tips and more drawn from, Reach Your Summit owner and guide,
Mat’s personal experience out on these trails and beyond. We will also be going over
backpacking opportunities in our home state of Connecticut.
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DATE:

Saturday, August 22

TIME:

9:00 AM

PLACE:

The Sugar House

COST:

$10/members and $15/non-members

Summer Trail Hikes
Senior Hikes with a Master Naturalist
Join Master Naturalist Dr. Ed Boisits for an easy to moderate casual walk taken on
forest trails. A great opportunity to get outside, observe what’s happening in the
natural world in spring and summer, learn something new and maybe even meet new
friends. This hike is not just for seniors. All are welcome.
DATES:

Thursdays, May 7, June 11, July 2, & August 6

TIME:

10:00 AM

PLACE: 	The Sugar House
COST: 	Complimentary/members and $5/non-members

Manville Kettle Hike
Join Flanders’ Land Management Committee Chair John Trainor on an easy and brief
hike of the first property held in trust by Flanders. This unique property contains an
open field, mixed trees and a swamp. It is located in the center of town and is known
as a “kettle” because geologists believe the depression was formed during the last ice
age and filled with water from melting ice.
DATE:

Saturday, May 9

TIME:

9:00 AM

PLACE: 	Manville Kettle @ School St and Judson Rd, Woodbury
COST: 	Complimentary/members and $5/non-members

Trail Photography
Solo hiking with a camera is one of my favorite pastimes. Without
distractions, I can spot the unusual leaf, a face in a tree, or the
feather gracefully blowing in the wind. Since not everyone is
comfortable hiking alone, on this hike I’ll attempt to replicate the solo experience. The
group size will be limited to 10 people, and conversation will be kept at a minimum.
Beginner photographers are encouraged, and a fancy camera is not required.
DATE:	Wednesday, May 13th
TIME:

1:00 PM

LOCATION:	
Van Vleck Studio Parking Area
5 Church Hill Rd, Woodbury
DISTANCE:

2–3 miles

TIMING:

Approximately 1 ½ to 2 hours

COST:

$10/members and $15/non-members

Discover the Beauty of Flanders
In the springtime, Mother Nature delivers the birth of new color,
and summer continues to delight in its wake. Join us as we
saunter along scenic trails within Flanders Nature Preserve, and
enjoy the many delights of the outdoors. It’s an interactive opportunity to share
interesting or quirky observations and lively conversation.
DATES:	Sunday, May 31st & Sunday, June 28th
TIME:

1st Hike: 10:00 AM; 2nd Hike: 1:00 PM

LOCATION:	
1st Hike: Van Vleck Studio Parking Area
5 Church Hill Rd, Woodbury
2nd Hike: Whittemore Sanctuary Parking Area
Rt. 64, Sherman Hill Rd, Woodbury
DISTANCE:

2–3 miles

TIMING:

Approximately 1 ½ to 2 hours

COST:

Per Hike: $5/members and $10/non-members

Register online at www.flandersnaturecenter.org/current-calendar/
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Adult & Family Programs
CT Trails Day Hike

DATE:

Saturday, July 18

Come out to Flanders’ Van Vleck Sanctuary to celebrate CT Trails Day.
We are hosting a hike which will traverse our main campus. ALL are
welcome to attend and join in on this moderately vigorous hike!

TIME:

9:00 AM

PLACE: Leavenworth @ Pilgrim Trail Cul-de-Sac, Woodbury

DATE:

Sunday, June 7

TIME:

1:00 PM

PLACE: 	Van Vleck Sanctuary @ the Sugar House,
Church Hill Rd., Woodbury
COST: 	Complimentary to all

Hiking as Exercise
The cool earth under the shade of a tree canopy
creates inviting conditions for moving outdoors in
the warmer months. Join us on a mid-week hike as
we venture through the more challenging trails within Flanders
Nature Preserve. This is a hike, not a run, but we’ll keep a steady
cadence, stopping only occasionally.

COST: 	Complimentary/members and $5/non-members

Hiking Under the Moon
Experience the spell of the moon’s magical
iridescence, while you thrill over the unique sounds
of nature at night. We’ll make a short trek to a wide
clearing that offers a spectacular view of the night sky. There, we’ll
take in the brilliance of the majestic moon before we hike back under
the stars. It’s sure to be an exhilarating experience.
DATE:	Monday, August 3
TIME:

8:00 PM

LOCATION:	
Meet at the Van Vleck Studio Parking Area
5 Church Hill Rd, Woodbury
DISTANCE:

Approximately 1 mile

DATES:

Tuesday, June 16th & Thursday, July 16th

TIMING:

Approximately 1 to 1 ½ hours

TIME:

1st Hike: 10:00 AM; 2nd Hike: 6:00 PM

COST:

$5/members and $10/non-members

LOCATION:	
1st Hike: Whittemore Sanctuary Parking Area
Rt. 64, Sherman Hill Rd, Woodbury
2nd Hike: Van Vleck Studio Parking Area
5 Church Hill Rd, Woodbury

Marzahl Refuge Hike

DISTANCE:

3–5 miles

Flanders volunteer Mike Carlo will lead a hike of our Marzahl Refuge.
This property has a spectacular, quintessential new England stream
with multiple small waterfalls that winds its way through a pine forest.

TIMING:

Approximately 2 to 2 ½ hours

DATE:

Saturday, August 29

COST:

Per Hike: $5/members and $10/non-members

TIME:

9:00 AM

Leavenworth Preserve Hike
Join Flanders’ former Executive Director, Arthur Milnor, for a guided
hike of our Leavenworth Preserve. This 126-acre property contains
former logging roads that have been developed into a low-impact trail
system.
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PLACE: 	Marzahl Refuge @ Route 132, Woodbury
COST: 	Complimentary/members and $5/non-members

Register online at www.flandersnaturecenter.org/current-calendar/

Forever Connected
Volunteer Your Time

Volunteers serving up craft beer at the 2019 Field & Forest 5K post-race celebration.

A gift of your time and talent is a very important contribution.
Flanders offers regular opportunities for members and friends
to share their skills and interests with the organization and
community. Seasonal events at Flanders, such as Maple
Sugaring, Flanders Festival, Field & Forest 5K, Flanders Annual
Benefit & Auction, and our holiday wreath making workshops
depend upon the work of hundreds of dedicated volunteers to
make them successful. From a Land Trust perspective, Flanders
relies on its volunteers to carry on its mission of preserving and
caring for more than 2,300 acres of protected property in the
region. Whether you would like to volunteer regularly or just
help when you have the time, Flanders needs you!

Consider Joining a
Committee
Ready to get more involved with Flanders
and share your expertise? Join one or more
of our volunteer lead committees to help us
meet our goals and objectives and further
our mission and vision. By being a committee
member you will help grow Flanders and
make a deep impact! Here is a list of our
committees with a brief description:
» LEARN Committee—Promoting
and teaching the understanding and
appreciation of art, farming, and nature to
adults and families.
» Art Committee—Organize art related
programs and conserve founder Natalie
Van Vleck’s history and archives.
» Land Management Committee—Managing
Flanders 2,300+ acres of open space.
» Land Acquisition Committee—Acquiring
important open space lands.
» Development/Fundraising Committee—
Help with raising funds for supporting
Flanders Mission.
» Historic Van Vleck Committee—Ensure
Flanders facilities are properly maintained
and/or restored.
FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT
ALL OUR VOLUNTEER AND COMMITTEE
OPPORTUNITIES please contact Program

Coordinator, Ana Jordan, by email at ana@
flandersnaturecenter.org or by phone at
203.263.3711 x14.

It’s time to Give Local!
Hosted by Connecticut Community Foundation and sponsored by Ion Bank
Foundation for the eighth consecutive year, Give Local Greater Waterbury
and Litchfield Hills will return on April 21st to benefit the vital work of
hundreds of nonprofit organizations in our region, including Flanders!
Each year, this 36-hour give-a-thon rallies donors like you to raise
unrestricted funds for Flanders, with exciting incentives and bonus funds
provided by Connecticut Community Foundation and generous sponsors.
You can show your support for Flanders by logging on to our giving page
http://bit.ly/GiveLocalFlanders between April 21st and 22nd and clicking the
“donate” button. You can also stop in the office to make your donation with
staff help. Be sure to check your email and our Flanders Facebook page on
the day of the event for updates and information about maximizing your gift.

FOR MORE INFORMATION about how you can make an impact please
contact Jennifer Callery at 203-263-3711 x14 or via email at jennifer@
flandersnaturecenter.org.
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YOUR
TIMEConnected
+ MONEY SUPPORTS
Forever
Leaving a Legacy,
Sustaining the Future

Membership Benefits &
Opportunities

Without the generous support
of its benefactors, Flanders
Nature Center & Land Trust
would not be able to continue its
important mission of fostering
understanding and appreciation
of nature, art, and the wonders
of the natural world through land
preservation, stewardship and
education.

Flanders relies on dedicated
members to fulfill its mission.
As a member of Flanders, you will
take pride in knowing that you are
supporting important land preservation
and stewardship efforts, as well as
exceptional environmental education
programming for young and old alike!

MEMBERSHIP LEVELS:

Individual: $35
» Discount on classes, programs and
specific events

To begin your legacy program, consider
the following:

» Invitation to Annual Meeting and
election privileges

WHAT TYPE OF GIFT DO YOU
WISH TO CONTRIBUTE?

Family: $65

» Securities

(2 adults and children under age 21)

» Cash

All individual benefits, plus:

» Tangible Personal or Real Property

» Discounts on summer camp
» Opportunity to host a children’s
birthday party at Flanders

» Life Insurance Beneficiary
Designations

Sustaining Memberships:

» Retirement Plan Beneficiary
Designations

» Cedar: $100
» White Birch: $250

DISCUSS YOUR OPTIONS with

» Hickory: $500

your attorney and/or financial advisor
to determine which giving arrangements
are best for your needs.

Orchid Society:

QUESTIONS? Call Jennifer Callery
at 203.263.3711 x14.

» Chestnut: $1,000
» Sugar Maple: $3,000

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY

Donations
You can make a monetary
donation to further the
preservation and stewardship
activities of Flanders Nature
Center & Land Trust.
Every dollar you contribute will go to
Flanders’ Open Space Acquisition or
Stewardship Fund to maintain existing
Land Trust properties and acquire new
land. Make a tax-deductible gift today
and help us support our commitment
of preserving land and providing
environmental education programs for
all ages. With any first time donation
of $65 or more you will automatically
receive a one-year family membership.

MAKE A DONATION TODAY
flandersnaturecenter.org/donate/

Want to lead a hike,
program or class?
Do you have a talent that you
would like to share? Flanders is
always looking for new instructors.
Call 203.263.3711 x14 or
email Program Coordinator,
Ana Jordan, at ana@
flandersnaturecenter.org.

flandersnaturecenter.org/membership/

Donor Spotlight: MICHAEL AUDETTE

Fabienne & Michael Audette
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Why do you support Flanders?
It’s a bit fundamental to me. I believe in
the value of nature, education and the
importance of protecting our resources and
the environment—and I believe that Flanders
stands for these things. I volunteer my time
when and where I can and periodically donate
to help Flanders achieve these goals.

grandparents. By volunteering and being
involved in the development of adult
educational programs I have personally
learned a great many things I knew very
little about before becoming involved with
Flanders. Not to mention the many new
friends I have made and the people I have
gotten to know.

What do you love most about Flanders?
It’s diversity and energy. Flanders offers
programming for the entire family, from
children to teens, mothers, fathers and

Why do you choose to support Give Local?
It only makes sense to support the people and
institutions that make up the community we
live in.

Maps
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Community Partners
Exciting programs and news from our regional partners in conservation.

COME CELEBRATE CT TRAILS DAY!
SATURDAY, JUNE 6, 10 AM–2 PM: In

partnership with PRWC, we are offering
a guided 5-mile hike. It will go through
our forest and up to the Overlook Loop
Trail, with great views of the Pomperaug
River. We will learn about watershed
science, natural history and experience
the varied habitats at Bent of the River.
Meet at the front parking lot, prepared
to hike over various terrain, rain or shine.
Bring a lunch for a picnic at the end of our
hike. Event is free and open to the public.
Contact Kathleen Pratt at Kathleen.
pratt@audubon.org with questions.

ELLIS CLARK REGIONAL AGRISCIENCE
AND TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM AT
NONNEWAUG HIGH SCHOOL

Adult Education Courses Spring 2020
In order to register, please visit
www.woodburyffa.org/adulted or
call (203) 266-4038 ext. 5 and speak
to Jennifer Jedd.

STEEP ROCK PRESERVE

2 Tunnel Road, Washington Depot
Details:
September 13
1:00 PM – 3:00 PM

FARMING PRACTICES TO MAINTAIN
WATER QUALITY , presented by

The BETHLEHEM LAND TRUST is
hosting an Earth Day Hike on Saturday,
April 25 at their Bellamy Ferriday
Preserve. The hike will include a visit to
the vernal pool to hopefully see frog and
salamander eggs. For further details,
visit www.bethlehemlandtrustct.org.

History of the Holiday House
An Exploration in Nature

Transport yourself back to the turn of
the 20th century on a joint exploration
with Steep Rock Association and the
Gunn Historical Museum. Bisecting
the pine-crowned hills of Steep Rock
Preserve, we’ll investigate the history
of the Holiday House, a hotel perched
above the Shepaug River that offered
female factory workers from New York
City an inexpensive respite from the
toils of everyday life.

Cynthia Rabinowitz, Principal Scientist,
HGConnSoil, LLC | Thursday, June 4 at
7:00 PM | Roxbury Town Hall

JOIN US FOR A CONNECTICUT

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

facebook.com/PomperaugRiver/
For the latest news on our upcoming
programs and events.
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TRAILS DAY HIKE : Platt Farm Preserve

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

Saturday, June 6 | 9:30–11 :00 AM
We will offer a guided 3 mile rigorous
hike over rolling hills with views,
through deciduous forest, and along the
Pomperaug River. Bring water and wear
hiking boots. Meet at the kiosk off of
Flood Bridge Road next to the parking
area. Rain cancels. Pre-registration is
NOT REQUIRED. Check our website for
updates www.southburylandtrust.org

facebook.com/watertownlandtrust/
For the latest news on our upcoming
hikes, work parties, and programs.

Reminders & Registration
Three Ways to Register
ONLINE

BY PHONE

IN PERSON

Register by visiting
www.flandersnaturecenter.org/
current-calendar/. Available
24/7. Pay with Visa, MasterCard,
American Express or Discover.

Call 203.263.3711 x12
between 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM,
Monday– Friday

Flanders South Farm Administrative
Offices at 596 Flanders Rd.
Woodbury, CT. Pay with a check
(payable to Flanders Nature Center
& Land Trust), cash or credit card.

Notes & Reminders

For The Latest

ENROLLMENT/REGISTRATION

PHOTO POLICY

Events and programs with low enrollment
are subject to cancellation shortly before it’s
set to start. Register early to make sure the
program you want has adequate enrollment
to run. In the event of a filled program or
cancellation, we will make every attempt to
notify you by phone and/or email.

Flanders reserves the right to photograph
program participants for publicity purposes.

INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY
We reserve the right to cancel an event
or program due to inclement weather
conditions. If an event or program is
canceled that you have registered for, we
will notify you by phone and/or email. Also,
we will post a notification on the Flanders
website and on our social media accounts.

WAITING LISTS
Waiting lists will be taken on events and
programs with enrollment limits. We will
notify you when there are openings.

GIFT CERTIFICATES
Gift Certificates are available for purchase.
For additional information, please call us at
203.263.3711.

 OLLOW US ON
F
INSTAGRAM

instagram.com/
flandersnaturecenter/

PROCESSING FEE
There is a non-refundable $1 processing fee
on all Programs.

CATALOG ERRORS
We try to insure that the information in this
catalog is accurate, but on occasion we may
have missed something or printed a wrong
time or price. We apologize if you find any
errors.

	
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
facebook.com/
FlandersNatureCenter
	
F OLLOW US ON TWITTER
twitter.com/fnclt

SPECIAL ASSISTANCE
All children and adults are invited to
participate in our programs. If you or your
child needs accommodations for a disability
or special needs, please contact Flanders.

TRAILS
The trails on our seven hiking preserves are
open dawn to dusk. Dogs are allowed on our
trails on a leash at all times.

Office Contact
Flanders Nature Center & Land Trust
MAILING ADDRESS: 5 Church Hill Road
OFFICE ADDRESS: 596 Flanders Road
Woodbury, CT 06798

FLANDERS MISSION To foster understanding and appreciation of nature, art and

PHONE:

203.263.3711

the wonders of the natural world through land preservation, stewardship and education.

FAX:

203.263.2214

EMAIL:

flanders@
flandersnaturecenter.org

WEB:

flandersnaturecenter.org

FLANDERS VISION To safeguard a future in which our scenic landscapes, forests,
wetlands, agricultural lands and wildlife habitats are preserved forever, while being a
leading center for environmental education for all ages, following best practices for land
stewardship, and partnering with government, private organizations and the community to
conserve our natural heritage.

OFFICE
HOURS:

9AM–5PM
Monday–Friday
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5 Church Hill Road
Woodbury, Connecticut 06798
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Special Offer!
USE PROMO CODE SUMCAT2020
to waive the Program Processing Fee.
Not applicable for Summer Camp Registration.

Sign Up Today!
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