
Our vision is to safeguard a future in which our scenic landscapes, forests, wetlands, agricultural 

lands, and wildlife habitats are preserved forever, while being a leading center for environmental 

education for all ages, following best practices for land stewardship, and partnering with government, 

private organizations, and the community to conserve our natural heritage. 

FLANDERS VISION 

Organized by curator, Marc Chabot and 

Flanders Nature Center & Land Trust,  the 

Mattatuck Museum presents more than 50 

paintings, works on paper, hand carved 

wood frames, furnishings and archival 

materials by Flanders founder Natalie Van 

Vleck. It traces her commitment to an art 

career at age 14 and later study with 

Modernist masters, her evolution through 

cubist, abstract and precisionist styles and 

her gender-fluid persona.  Her commitment 

to the environment and her transition in 

1934 to farming, land preservation and the 

establishment in 1963 of Flanders Nature 

Center & Land Trust are also explored. 

 

Mattatuck Museum Exhibit 
Natalie Van Vleck:  True To Her Art, Life & Land 

December 2, 2018  thru February 24, 2019 

2017/18 Year In Review 

5 Church Hill Road, Woodbury CT  06798 ● (203) 263-3711 ● www.flandersnaturecenter.org 



Volunteerism is the cornerstone of how we operate 

at Flanders Nature Center & Land Trust…and we 

have some of the best volunteers on the planet!   
 
 

During 2018, Flanders hosted a variety of volunteer-

led events including our Annual Field & Forest 5k 

Trail Run, Farm-to-Table Dinner & Auction, and 

Farmhouse Tea.  Proceeds from these events raised 

over $100,000 to support our mission!   

 

Jodi Wasserstein chaired our 5k 

event where 400 runners and 

walkers and hundreds of spectators 

enjoyed the picturesque Van Vleck 

sanctuary and post-race celebration 

with local food trucks and live 

entertainment.   

 

Eileen Reed led our Farm-to-

Table event which brought  200 

guests together for an evening to 

experience the beauty of our 

scenic landscape, listen to great 

music, and enjoy the flavors of 

local harvests through a multi-course meal prepared by 

an amazing ensemble of esteemed area chefs.  
 

Joan Anthony, Chair of the 

Art Committee, and Marc 

Chabot, Curator of Flanders 

Van Vleck Collections hosted 

40 guests for a talk focused 

on one of Natalie Van Vleck’s 

paintings followed by a 

delicious Tea featuring local jams and homemade treats.     

 

VOLUNTEER POWER! 

2017 / 2018 HIGHLIGHTS 

Enhanced Educational Experiences! 
Flanders is proud to offer educational programs to children, families, and adults throughout 

all four seasons.  The Woodward Foundation & The Marzahl Memorial Fund have been  

long-time supporters of Flanders and have generously provided funds for us to expand our 

school NGSS and community programming.  A grant awarded from the Connecticut 

Community Foundation enabled Flanders and The Quassapaug Sailing Center to partner 

and offer the new summer program “Sails & Trails” to older children.  This program combines 

learning to sail on Lake Quassapaug with exploration and hiking at Flanders’ adjacent 

Whittemore Sanctuary and is growing in popularity with an increased number of campers attending in its second 

year of 2018. 
 

Flanders also launched goat yoga, a new adult and family offering and it has been a BIG 

success in attracting many new people to our programming. Classes are held outdoors at the 

North Barn overlooking the scenic landscape of the Van Vleck Farm & Sanctuary.  Participants 

have enjoyed interacting with our Nigerian Dwarf goats while taking part in a gentle yoga class 

led by certified yoga instructors.  The adult and family classes were so well received that we 

added preschooler goat yoga classes this fall as well as offering private goat yoga parties! 
 

 

Restoration  & Preservation Accomplishments 
With  funds raised through the generosity of the Salem Foundation in addition to generous donations of time and 

talent from friends of Flanders last fall the Van Vleck Committee was able to complete the project of dredging our 

Botany Pond to restore its healthy ecosystem. The pond first created by Natalie Van Vleck and her friends in the 

Pomperaug Valley Garden Club has served as not only  a welcoming reward for hikers at the top of the Botany 

Trail, but also as a treasure trove of discovery for students of all ages visiting Flanders. In addition to dredging the 

pond, a new “rock dock” was created for better accessibility for visitors to explore the pond to learn more about the 

vast array of all the healthy pond life that lives there.     

The awarding of two grants allowed us the funds to help revitalize our Van Vleck campus. With a grant from the 

1772 Foundation, work completed included the rehabilitation of the North Barn, the painting of the exterior of the 

Art Studio, and roof replacements on our North Barn, South Farm House, and Garden Shed.  The Thomaston 

Savings Bank Foundation awarded Flanders a grant that enabled us to enhance lighting at the Art Studio and 

repair the footbridge that serves as both a pathway on our hiking trails and a photo opportunity for visitors year-

round! 



Front Row:  Ingrid Manning (President), Anne 

Westerman,  Deb Tietz, Larry Smotroff 
 

Back Row:  Kay Campbell, Frank Sherer, Peter 

North, Jodi Wasserstein (Secretary), Bill Anthony 

(Treasurer), Michael Audette, Sharon Feeley (Vice 

President), Bob Kolesnik 

Anne Slattery has been a long time supporter of 
Flanders having served on the Board of 
Directors as well as having chaired the 
Education Committee among other volunteer 
duties.  It is her love of farming combined with 
education, and her wish to keep our founder, 
Natalie Van Vleck’s farming legacy alive that 
prompted Anne to further support Flanders. In 
August 2018, Anne established The Farm Fund 
and generously contributed $10,000 toward that 
effort. Anne is committed to seeing the Flanders 
Farm Education Program grow and flourish and 
encourages you to join in her vision of reaching 
her goal of starting this fund off at the $20,000 
level. 

DONORS MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Arthur S. Milnor 

Executive Director 
 
 

Ana Jordan 

Volunteer 

Coordinator 
 
 

Amber McDonald 

Education 
 

 

Dianne Parmelee 

Education 
 

 

 

Venisa C. Riebe 

Director of Finance 
 
 

Nancy Robinson 

Marketing 
 
 

Alex Thomson 

Land Management 
 

 

Marc Chabot 

Curator 

STAFF 



 

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS 

CHARTER OAK ($5,000+) 

SUGAR MAPLE ($3,000 - $4,999) 

ORCHID ($1,000 - $2,999) 

HICKORY ($500 - $999) 

WHITE BIRCH ($250 - $499) 

This list comprises donations of $100 or more made between Jan—Dec 2017.   

In addition to this, we received many other donations under $100 that we are 

incredibly grateful for.  If you feel an error has occurred please call our office at 

(203) 263-3711.  Thank you. 

Janet & Bruce Bunch 

Allison & Guy Gabrielson III 

O&G Industries, Inc. 

Pine Meadow Gardens

Donald Y. Goss 
Bob Klein 

Stanley Black & Decker, Inc. 

Anne & Gary Westerman 

Thomas Adkins 

Anonymous 

Joan & William Anthony 

Aquarion Water Company 

Justine Arnold 

Mrs. Malcolm Baldrige 

Kay Campbell 

The Eastern Company 

Illinois Tool Works Foundation 

Jean & Eric Johnson 

Ann H. Lilley 

Ingrid & John Manning 

Elaine & Arthur Milnor 

New Morning Natural &Organic Foods 

Robin & John Novak 

Henry B. Plant Memorial Fund 

Sarah Shinn Pratt 

Kristin & John Pronovost 

Ritucci-Friedman Orthodontics 

Katy & Frank Sherer 

Anne M Slattery 

Stedman Sweet 

Sarah Hood & Ron Takahashi 

US Trust Bank of America 

Webster Bank 

Jodi & AJ Wasserstein 

Sarita Van Vleck  

Melody Asbury 

Heidi & Steve Ball 

Blue Heron Therapeutic Massage 

Deirdre & Tom Braun 

Cadi Company 

Kay Campbell 

Heston C. Clapp 

Crossfit Strongtown 

Sharon Feeley 

William Filchak Optometrist 

Forest and Patricia Herron Fund 

Barbara & Cameron Gardella 

George Green, Inc. 

Giuliano Richardson & Sfara LLC 

Eileen Chiu Graham 

Nancy & Robert Grasing 

George Green, Inc. 

Anita & James Healy 

ION Bank 

IPEX, Inc. 

Bonnie & Dick Leavenworth 

Nicole Loomis 

Joan & Christopher Maloney 

Toby & Ed McGrath 

Steven Molder 

Sheila & Joseph Morley 

LF Powers Co. 

Daniel Sherr 

Thule, Inc 

Kippy West & Peter North  

Valenti Auto Center 

Albano & Greenwald Dentistry 

Arethusa al tavolo 

Fabienne & Michael Audette 

Estelle & Charles  Berthiaume 

Rob & Tricia Brown 

Thomas J Buchberger 

Copes Waste Solutions 

Len DeJong 

David Dressler 

Edgewood Bath and Tennis LLC 

Aldrich Edwards 

Allan L. Frew 

Gager, Emerson, Rickart, Bower & Scalzo 

Steven & Katie Gilmore 

Grace Mayflower Inn & Spa 

The Gunnery 

Alice & Terry Hallaran 

Ted R. Heavenrich 

Thomas & Susan Hubregsen 

Jeff's Appliance & Vacuums 

Patricia Knowlton 

Robert Kolesnik, Jr. 

Law Offices of Dana D'Angelo, LLC 

Don & Janice Maki 

Geoffrey Whan & Joan Martin 

Kerry Martin 

Dan McGuirk 

Thomas McMackin 

Joseph Milnor 

Molly & Chris Parker 

Jean & Scott Peterson 

Steven & Priscilla Price 

Putnam/Westchester Metal Detectorists  

Quassy Amusement Park 

Heather Roy 

Doris & Buz Russell, Sr. 

Salt of the Earth 

Jack and Sandy Senich 

Paul & Heidi Shea 

Steve & Melissa Shepstone 

Sue & Jim Sidway 

The Siemon Company 

John & Pamela Siemon 

Brian & Catherine Skinner 

Smithy Store 

Stone Veterinary Hospital 

John & Kathleen Sullivan 

Alex & Janet Thomson 

Timex Group USA, Inc. 

Deborah & John Trainor 

Joan Martin & Geoff Whan 

Sandra & Kenneth Green 



Mary & Gunnar Anderson 

Cheryl & Peter Atwood 

Alphonse Avitabile 

Nancy & Bob Bailey 

Baldelli & Company 

Alfred P Forino & Eric Baptista 

Julie & Peter Barrett 

Judith & William Bassett 

Dr. James Bauer, DMD 

Cassandra Beauvais 

Jayne Hinds Bidaut 

Stephen Bignelli 

Russell Blair & Ambler Cantey 

Darcy Boatright 

Edward Karl Boisits 

Kathy Bower & Rick Richardson 

Peter Bowles 

Ellie & Doug Boyd 

Bradshaw Chrysler Jeep Inc. 

Robert Alexander Buck 

William Buzzard 

Cynthia Camargo 

Kim & Ryan Carrington 

Mitchell Chester 

Thyrza  & Norbert Christel 

Mary & Owen Connolly 

Dawn & James Crocicchia 

Irene & Vincent D'Alessio 

Lauren & Peter D'Amato 

Daniel Stowell 

Ingrid Davis 

Daniel P. Davison Jr. 

Jennifer & Sean Delaney 

Pam & Peter Dorgan 

Dottie's Diner 

Georgia & Clayton Dudley 

Irmgard & Roger Dumschott 

Janice & Michael Edwards 

Sylvia & Joseph Eisenberg 

Ann Merriam & Michael Feinberg 

Marc H. Feuer 

Lee Fisher 

Anthony M. Fitzgerald 

GE Foundation 

Eileen Reed & Charles Polnitsky 

Christina & Philip Renda 

Thomas M. Rianhard, Jr. 

Nancy & Peter Robinson 

Shelley & Michael Rosen 

Sylvester Ryan 

Barbara Sabia 

Margaret Salsbury 

Kaveeta & Bhajun Santchurn 

John N Scales 

Marisa Scarnati 

Jerome Sedlock 

Judith Silverstein & Merton Smith  

The Smile Spot Children's Dentistry 

Leavenworth P. Sperry, Jr. 

John & Lois Sullivan 

Meredith Swackhamer 

Jan Taylor 

Katie Kogan Tazza 

Dave Terry 

The Taft School 

Towne Apothecary 

Mary Jane & Robert Travers 

Hedy & Keith Wade 

Warner Theatre 

Linda Wasserstein 

Abby N. Wells 

Dave Welsh 

Carol Wheeler 

White Silo Farm & Winery 

Winvian Farm 

Lorianne Witte 

Christine & Christopher Wood 

Connie Wood 

Neil Yarhouse 

Cynthia & Alan Zinser 
Ann & Eric Zipkin 

CEDAR ($100 - $249) 

Diane Fountas 

Carol Fowler 

Deborah Fuller 

Bob Gagan 

Michael Gallagher 

Peter & Sarah Gersky 

Rosemary E. Giuliano & Anne Delo 

Linda & Daniel Goodman 

Thomas P Gormley 

Lori & Arthur Greene 

Kimberly & Matthew Grivner 

H. L. Bennett, Jr. Inc 

Sophie Kelley & Tom Hack 

Erika & Steve Hale 

Jackie & Rick Hall 

Wendy & Mike Halpert 

Janis & Edward Hardy 

Virginia & Henry Hart 

Lucinda & Ted Hart 

Norma Heaven 

Barbara C Hinkle 

Cyndie & Richard Holden 

IBM Corporation 

J & L Medical 

John's Cafe 

Garrett Johnson 

Ana Jordan 

Nancy & Jack Kelly 

Karin Whittemore & Peter Kepple 

Robert LaBonne 

Mary Jane & James Laboudy 

Debra LaBree 

Catherine & John Lacadie 

Largay Travel, Inc. 

Koen Loeven 

Peter Lorber 

Paula Loveland 

Elizabeth Lyons & John Cavallaro 

Mercer Mayer 

Gail & Lee McTaggart 

Metro Bis 

Laurie & Richard  Michaels 

Dana & George Moreira 

Naugatuck Valley Community College 

Shirlee & William Neil 

County Line Nissan 

Thomas O'Hara 

Natalya & Alex  Oleynikov 

Mary & T.J. Oneglia 

Tim & Meghan Pabst 

Jane F Packard 

Judy & Jack Pelletier 

Susie L Peluso 

Jane & John Pittari 

Pamela & Marston Price 

Mary Pat Ramsey 

Nonnie & Al Redway 

Donate to Flanders Through Your IRA 

Did you know you can donate up to 

$100,000 a year of your IRA to Flanders, tax 

free?  A 2015 tax law on qualified charitable 

distributions allows individuals 70½  years 

or older to give directly from their IRAs.  Your 

gift to Flanders would help to protect our 

environment and promote conservation for 

generations to come. 
 

For more information contact  

Venisa Riebe, Director of Finance, at  

(203) 263-3.711 x 11 or 

venisa@flandersnaturecenter.org 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS 



 

MARZAHL REFUGE BRIDGE DEDICATION & HIKE  

THANK YOU TO OUR 2017 SPONSORS 

Amazon Smile  - Albano & Greenwald Dentistry - Baldelli & Co CPAs - Bradshaw Chrysler Jeep - County Line Nissan - 
Edgewood Bath & Tennis - Family Dentistry - Gager, Emerson, Rickart, Bower & Scalzo - Gunnery - HL Bennett - J & L Medical 
Services  Largay Travel - Law Offices of Dana D'Angelo - Municipal Emergency Services - Pediatric Dental Association - Quassy 
Amusement - SCORE, LLC - Senich Law Firm - Southbury Juniorettes - Stone Veterinary Hospital - Taft School - The Seimon 

Company - The Smile Spot Children's Dentistry - The Smithy, LLC - Timex -Towne Apothecary 

On a crisp, sunny Saturday morning in mid-October an enthusiastic 
group gathered together at Flanders’ Marzahl Refuge to dedicate a new 
bridge to long time volunteers and supporters,  Guy and Allison 
Gabrielson.  The Gabrielsons embody the spirit of volunteerism.  They 
began volunteering at Flanders over 30 years ago as a family bringing 
their sons along to collect sap and make maple syrup and still help 
with this age-old tradition. Guy played a central role in the 
construction of the new Sugar House as the architect of the building.  
Guy and Allison are vital members of the Land Management 
Committee and for many years coordinated the land monitors.  In 
their role as Land Monitor Coordinators, they learned every single 
property that Flanders owns (over 40) and trained new monitors on 
how to properly perform their duties as a land monitor and insure 
that reports for each property were received annually.  Most recently, 
Guy helped design and work on the new bridge that was built at the 

Marzahl Refuge over Carmel Hill Brook.  The bridge building team was led by land management volunteer Mike 
Carlo.  Mike had a vision to make more of the beautiful Marzahl Refuge accessible to hikers.  He worked tirelessly 
along with Dave Terry, Richard Bartkus and other members of the land management committee during cold 
winter months to construct the bridge and make his vision a reality.  The bridge has allowed the hiking trail to be 
extended and increased enjoyment of this scenic property.  Flanders is very appreciative of all the hard work on the 
property and cannot thank Guy and Allison Gabrielson enough for their many years of dedicated service and 
support to Flanders. 


