
WELCOME FROM THE
 EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

As I stood out in the Studio parking lot  on two 
recent occasions welcoming program attendees 
and direct ing them where to park, I was struck 
by how things have changed at Flanders Nature 
Center & Land Trust. For you see, the Studio 
parking lot  is no longer large enough to 
accommodate everyone who is interested in 
attending our increasingly popular evening, 
weekend, and summer t ime programs. 

Whether it?s a program on bears, or a slide show about a recent 
trip to Iceland, or a winter hike through the fields and forests of 
the Van Vleck Farm & Nature Sanctuary, we have obviously 
struck a chord with folks who are now coming from far and near.

 In this t ime of being stressed and wired 24 hours a day, we need 
a respite and a comfort ing place where we can sometimes 
escape and just get away. A sanctuary, if you will, that allows for 
quiet and contemplat ion, and a place where we can stretch out 
our legs. A place that teaches us about the world of natural 
things, or where we can listen quiet ly to the gent le rust ling of 
the wind, the hoot ing of an owl, or the tree frogs tweeting the 
coming of spring. A place (and a t ime) that is being rediscovered 
for its beauty and wisdom in the natural order of things, and that 
renews those longings we feel inst inct ively and deep within our 
soul. 

 Take a peak at Flanders within these pages, then come out and 
take a taste. You?ll soon see that the seasons of Flanders is your 
t ime and especially your place.   

Executive Director

VOLUNTEER OF YEAR LEADS DRIVE 
TO BECOMING A NATIONALLY 

ACCREDITED LAND TRUST
 There were many important 
milestones you helped us 
accomplish in 2016.  One of 
the most significant was 
becoming an accredited land 
trust. After years of hard work 
among committee members, 
staff and volunteers, Flanders 

is now one of only 372 land trusts across the country who 
have celebrated this prest igious accomplishment. And 
leading us through that complex task was the 2016               
J. Warren Upson Volunteer of the Year Sharon Feeley? her 
hard work and leadership will hold us in good stead as we 
cont inue our march to saving important open space and 
stewarding it  for all to appreciate and enjoy. Thanks 
accreditat ion team, and thanks to all of our remarkable 
volunteers of this past year.
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Beyond working passionately to save treasured open spaces in 
our community, Flanders was blessed with impressive  
volunteer efforts at stewarding our 2300 acres. And in that 
regard, Flanders is fortunate because our land trust can call on 
the considerable talents and experience of our nature center 
to create an  impressive team. Take for example one of 
Flanders premier propert ies?  the Manville Kett le. Located just 
behind the post office in the 
center of town, Flanders 
went to work removing 
invasives (thank you Earth 
Tones Nursery), creat ing an 
interpret ive trail system 
that included installing a 
boardwalk, and placing 
benches overlooking the 
wetlands of a geological 
t reasure in order to 
enhance everyone's 
enjoyment for everyday use.   

INTERPRETIVE TRAIL TURNS MANVILLE 
KETTLE INTO DOWNTOWN

 COMMUNITY ASSET  



OUR MISSION

Flanders Nature Center & 
Land Trust acquires, 

preserves, and manages 
land; and uses the land to 

promote the 
understanding and 

appreciation of nature, 
art, and the environment.
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ACHIEVEMENTS YOU CAN BE PROUD TO "TWEET"

What a year its been! Flanders has made some tremendous progress, which we are 
excited to share with you. 

 To help you get around, we installed new signs around the Van Vleck campus and 
updated our website. We also launched the ?Ambassadors Program? to warmly 
introduce you to our expanding list  of educat ional programs and inform you of 
upcoming events. During 2016 Flanders Ambassadors welcomed over 1,000 guests 
who attended over 67 adult  and family programs.

The new Van Vleck Land & Facilit ies Committee was established to upgrade our 
expanding facilit ies, and properly steward the 
mult i-faceted farm on Flanders road. 

We hired a dynamic new Development Director, 
and repeated a 
successful event that  
engaged the community 
with a 5K run over our 
Fields and Forest--it  
even passes through the 
North Barn. 

In addit ion, there were many important milestones that you 
helped us accomplish in 2016.  We assisted the town with its 
preservat ion of the newly named Trolley Bed Preserve.

Along the way we also 
upgraded several of our 
own hiking preserves, and  
proudly monitored and 

maintained over 2,300 acres of open space lands.

Our annual auct ion was replaced with a Farm to 
Table Dinner and Auct ion, and despite the rainy 
weather we all had a fun and delicious 
experience, and raised over $30,000. 

Summer camp enrollment was at an all t ime high, as we welcomed more than 
800  students from  across 21 towns and 3 states.  We saw a significant increase 

in the number of adult/family program attendees, 
and this trend is cont inuing to rise as we 
broaden our program offerings. 

Under the leadership and direct ion of Michael Audette, Flanders, through its 
dedicated volunteers and staff, brought higher visibility and greater depth to 
its environmental educat ion programming in 2016. When 
Michael thinks of Flanders ?Nature? Center he imagines a 
place that seeks to integrate these elements ? plants, 
animals and the landscape. He goes on to add, ?I see 
Flanders teaching the value of nature through educational 
programs that help bring nature closer, make it more 
relevant, respected, and cared for?  ultimately instilling a 
better environmental attitude and behavior in all of us. It 
seems to me that knowing more about nature and 
essentially how to better co-exist with it and within it, that 
one develops a stronger sense to protect it.? Excellent 
thoughts for all of us Michael?  thank you. 

A CORNERSTONE OF 
FLANDERS EDUCATION 

PROGRAMMING



THANKS TO OUR DONORS

 
This list comprises of donations of $100 or 

more made between 1/1/2016-12/31/2016. In addition to this we received many other donations under $100 that we are 
incredibly grateful for. If you feel an error has occurred please call our office at 203-263-3711. Thank you. 

Charter Oak ($5000+)
Bruce & Janet Bunch
Connecticut Community Foundation
Frederick Marzahl Memorial Fund
Guy & Allison Gabrielson III
Pine Meadow Garden
O&G Industries, Inc.
Woodward Foundation

Sugar Maple ($3,000-$4,999)
Arthur & Elaine Milnor
A.J. & Jodi Wasserstein

Orchid ($1000-$2,999)
Aquarion Water Company
Justine Arnold
Mrs. Malcolm Baldrige
Heidi & Steve Ball
Doug & Ellie Boyd
Kay Campbell
Carmody & Torrance
Jim Churchill- (in memory of)
Connecticut Community Foundation
Dudley & Honoria Diebold
Goodrich Helping Hands
Robert & Nancy Grasing
Anonymous
The Leever Foundation
Ann H. Lilley
MacDermid Incorporated

John & Ingrid Manning
Anonymous
New Morning Natural &
Organic Foods
T.J. & Mary Oneglia
Ritucci-Friedman Orthodontics
Katy & Frank Sherer
Brian &  Catherine Skinner
Sarah Hood & Ron Takahashi
Norman & Adele Taylor
The Eastern Company
Hiram Upson
Webster Bank
Gary & Anne Westerman

Hickory ($500-$999)
William & Joan Anthony
Crossfit Strongtown
Barbara & Cameron Gardella
Giuliano Richardson & Sfara LLC
Kenneth & Sandra Green
ION Bank
IPEX, Inc.
Largay Travel, Inc.
Frederick R. Leavenworth
Main Street Financial Group
Peter North & Kippy West
Scott & Jean Peterson
John & Kristin Pronovost
Oscar & Llewellyn Shamamian
Thule, Inc
Timex Group USA, Inc.
Kevin & Martha Wortman

White Birch ($250-$499)
Catalyst Health & Fitness
Conway Hardwood Products LLC
Martin Cook
David Dressler
Edgewood Bath & Tennis LLC
Elizabeth Richard, Inc.
Sharon Feeley
Gager, Emerson, Rickart, 
Bower & Scalzo, LLP
GE Foundation
George A. Green, Inc.
Eileen Chiu Graham
Arthur & Lori Greene
Alice & Terry Hallaran
Ted R. Heavenrich
Herrington's Lumber
Thomas & Susan Hubregsen
Illinois Tool Works Foundation

Kingsland Company
Patricia Knowlton
Law Offices of Dana D'Angelo, LLC
Christopher & Joan Maloney
Thomas McMackin
Joseph Milnor
John & Robin Novak
Nutmeg Striders, LLC
Quassy Amusement Park
Margaret Robinson
Doris & Buz Russell, Sr.
Secor Cassidy & McPartland
Jack & Sandy Senich
Paul & Heidi Shea
Sue & Jim Sidway
The Siemon Company
Anne M. Slattery
Stone Veterinary Hospital
Jan Taylor
Alex & Janet Thompson 
Keith & Hedy Wade
Linda Wasserstein
Geoffrey Whan & Joan  Martin
Abby Wells



THANKS TO OUR DONORS
Cedar ($100-$249)
Gunnar & Mary Anderson
Eric & Emily Anderson
Ann Astarita
Peter & Cheryl Atwood
Michael &  Fabienne Audette
Alphonse Avitabile
Back to Health 
Chiropractic & Acupunture
Nancy & Bob Bailey
Alfred P Forino and Eric Baptista
William & Judith Bassett
Cassandra Beauvais
Bennett Sullivan Associates, Inc.
H. L. Bennett, Jr. Inc
Charles and Estelle Berthiaume
Bethlehem Land Trust
Dana Billings
Blue Heron Therapeutic Massage
Peter Bowles
Peter & Joanna Bristol
Rico & Melissa Brogna
Joseph & Marilyn Brown
Kenneth L. Burke, O.D.
Jody & Terry Cappelli
Heston C. Clapp
Lisa Clark
Sara S. Conklin
Jane Connery
Kristin Corbett
James & Dawn Crocicchia
Peter & Lauren D'Amato
Danbury Eye 
Physicians & Surgeons 
Daniel P. Davison Jr.
Len DeJong
Rosemary E. Giuliano & Anne Delo
Vincent deLuise, MD
Peter & Pam Dorgan
Georgia & Clayton Dudley
Brandon Dufour
Elizabeth Lyons & John Cavallaro
Marc H. Feuer
Lee Fisher
Forest & Patricia Herron Fund
Diane Fountas
Allan L. Frew
Deborah Fuller
Bob Gagan
Chester Gage
Peter & Sarah Gersky
Donald Giroux &
Carla Kazanjian

Daniel & Linda Goodman
Chris Griffiths
Steve & Erika Hale
Rick & Jackie Hall
Mike & Wendy Halpert
Janis & Edward Hardy
Harper & Whitfield, PC
Henry & Virginia Hart
Anita & James Healy
Norma Heaven
Thomas Paron & Ann Hertberg
Richard & Cyndie Holden
IBM Corporation
Robert B.  & Marcella Jackson
Garrett Johnson
Sophia Kelley & Tom Hack
Jack & Nancy Kelly
Ted Koch
James  & Mary Jane Laboudy
John & Catherine Lacadie
Robert Lenz
Henry Long, Jr.
Peter Lorber
Paula Loveland
David & Kathleen Manning
Virginia McCarthy
Lee & Gail McTaggart
Lucille Merijanian
Richard H. & Laurie 
Michaels

Fred & Elisabeth 
Millspaugh

Dana & George 
Moreira

William & Shirlee Neil
Oak Ridge 
Services, LLC

Paul Carlson & Son 
Excavation LLC

Abby Andrew  &
Zeke Peklo
Jack & Judy 
Pelletier

Susie L Peluso
Todd  H.W. Pinter, M.D.

John & Jane Pittari
Steven & Priscilla Price
Eileen Reed
Thomas M. Rianhard, Jr.
Rick Richardson and Kathy Bower
Thomas & Elizabeth Rickart
George & Barbara Roberts
Peter & Nancy Robinson
Michael & Shelley Rosen
Score LLC
Jerome Sedlock
Steve  & Melissa Shepstone
Martha Sherman
John & Pamela Siemon
Merton Smith & Judith Silverstein
Andre Simonpietri & 
Dominique Martinet
The Smile Spot Children's 
Dentistry

Southbury Plaza
Leavenworth P. Sperry, Jr.
Steve Sahrek Masonry LLC
Daniel Stowell
John & Lois Sullivan
The Taft School
Frank Talarico, Jr.
Darcy & Piper Thurrott
Debra Tietz
Robert & Mary Jane Travers
Ann & Alan Weir
Carol Wheeler
Karin Whittemore & Peter Kepple
Lorianne Witte
Betsy Wong
Connie Wood
Christopher & Christine Wood
Ann Zipkin



BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

      2016 AT A GLANCE

Anne Westerman
President
Southbury

Ingrid Manning
Vice President
Middlebury

Katherine Campbell
Secretary 
Woodbury 
 
William Anthony
Treasurer
Woodbury

Heidi Shea Ball
Woodbury

Sharon Feeley
Woodbury

Chris Griffiths
North Haven

Peter North
Woodbury 

John Novak
Woodbury 

T.J. Oneglia
Avon 

Frank Sherer
Woodbury

Jodi Wasserstein
Middlebury 

?For the past couple of summers I have had the 
opportunity to attend Flanders summer camp program. I 
loved working at the barn with Miss Dianne. She taught 
me so much about farm animals, and was one of the best 
counselors there. A day that I will always remember was 
the day I was able to be part of CC the goats first day of 
life. Flanders camp and all the counselors are what make 

my summers so great.?   

- Brian  (pictured right)

CAMPER SPOTLIGHT

 

Statement  of Financial Stability

Please note figures are awaiting final audit approval. Upon completion, our 2016 audited financial statements and form 990 will be 
available for review on our website, www.flandersnaturecenter.org
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